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August 
 
6-11                 Band Camp 
 
13                     Rehoboth Band Trip 
 
15                     Band Trip Payment/Band fee due 
 
15                     Fall sports practice begins 
 
20                     Classroom Preparation Day  
 
21, 22, 23         Professional Development  
 
27                     K-9 Student First Day of School  
 
28                     PK-12 Students Attend School  
 
31                     SCHOOLS CLOSED  
 
September 
3                     LABOR DAY - SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED  
 
6                       Open House - High Schools  
 
7    7:30 p.m.   Salesianum Football (away)                  Bayard Stadium 
 
14                     Band Trip Payment 
 
14   7 p.m.        Concord Football (home) 
 
22   10:30 a.m.   Delcastle Football (away) 
 
22   1 p.m.       Neighborhood Schools Act Plan Community Forum    
                                                                                     at  NHS 
27                     Powderpuff Football                                         NHS 
 
28   7 p.m.        HOMECOMING  St. Marks Football (home) 
 
29                     U of D Band Day                                  U of D  
 
29   8 – 10 p.m.   HOMECOMING DANCE                            NHS      

August 2007 
 

In this issue: 
 
 
From the Administration           2 
 
Band, Chorus & more                3 
 
Sports News                                 4 
 
J.A. & Scholarship News            5 
 
Counselor’s Corner                    6 
 
PTA News                                    8 
 
PTA Membership Form             9 
 
             
                               … and more! 
 

 
 

About this newsletter 
 

You may view this newsletter and 
previous newsletters at ����
�������	
���
�������	��
���

���	�����	������� .   
 

Send any newsletter submissions 
for the September Issue  

by or before August 17th to:  
Mary Lou McDowell at 
��������
������ . 



Dear Newark High School Students 
and Families, 
 
   I would like to take this opportu-
nity to welcome you to the 2007-08 
school year.  There have been sev-
eral changes at Newark High 
School starting with the administra-
tive team.  As of July 9th I have 
been reporting to Newark High 
School as your new Principal.  It is 
a welcome challenge, and I am glad 
to say that as a Newark High gradu-
ate I am up for the task of maintain-
ing the rich tradition of academic 
success. I am pleased to be working 
with an energetic group of school 
administrators.  The new assistant 
principals are Ms. Michele Millar 
who will be responsible for the 
11/12th grade center and is in the 
main office, Mr. Michael Scott who 
will be responsible for the 10th 
grade center in student services 
east, and Mr. Bob Jefferson who 
will be responsible for the 9th grade 
center in student services west. It is 
this administrative team’s focus to 
provide the students of Newark 
High School with a safe and posi-
tive learning environment where all 
students are given the opportunity 
to achieve at the highest level.  We 
look forward to a successful work-
ing relationship with you during the 
2007-08 school year. 
                                                
                        Sincerely,        
                        Curtis Bedford 
                        Principal, NHS 

Michael Scott 
 
I come to Newark High School 
from Willingboro High School in 
New Jersey, after 10 years as an 
educator at Willingboro High 
School.  The first 7 years were 
spent as a Social Studies teacher, 
and the last 3 years serving as an 
Assistant Principal.   
 
At Newark High School, I will be 
responsible for the supervision of 
three academic departments: Social 
Studies, Technology, and Personal 
Studies.  I will also be responsible 
for parking, busses, fire drills, 
MAP testing, crisis management, 
athletics, and building use.  I will 
be the administrator over the 10th 
grade in Student Services East.    
 
I hold a Master of Education (Ad-
ministration) from Cheyney Uni-
versity and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science from West Ches-
ter University.  
 
I am currently a United States 
Army Reserve Company Com-
mander with the 3rd Battle Com-
mand Simulation Group.  I am a 
veteran of 18 years in the military 
with a tour in Iraq (2003-2004).  I 
currently reside in Townsend, DE. 

Michele Millar   
 
     Greetings Newark students, par-
ents and staff, my name is Michele 
Millar and I will be the Assistant 
Principal at Newark for both 11th 
and 12th grade.  I was previously at 
Newark for the past two years as 
the Small Learning Community 
Coordinator, as well as Acting As-
sistant Principal during the spring 
of this past year. Before coming to 
Newark I taught Social Studies for 
11 years in the Brandywine and 
Christina School Districts.  I am 
excited about the upcoming school 
year and look forward to meeting 
my new cohorts of seniors and jun-
iors.  I can be reached at 302-631-
4700 extension 14703 or via e-mail 
at millarm@christina.k12.de.us.   
 
 
Bob Jefferson 
 
Hello, my name is Bob Jefferson 
and I am the new 9th grade Assis-
tant Principal at Newark High 
School.  For the past two years I 
have worked in the Student Serv-
ices Department at Newark as a 9th 
Grade Dean and a Student Advisor 
for grades 10 through 12.  Before 
that I taught mathematics at Shue 
Medill Middle School.  I have also 
been the head boy’s lacrosse coach 
at Newark.  I live in the Newark 
area with my wife Beth and our 
three daughters, Sarah, Anna and 
Emma.  I am looking forward to a 
great year at Newark High School 
and working with all the fine peo-
ple who are involved in making 
Newark great.  If you need to reach 
me for anything, my phone number 
is 631-4700 ext. 14705 and my e-
m a i l  a d d r e s s  i s  j e f f e r -
sonr@christina.k12.de.us.   
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Introducing  Our Assistant Principals 



�����������	�
��������

���
���������������������

���
��
����
�����
��
��
�������
�������������
�����������������
���
 ���������!��!������
���

!��������������
���
"����	�
�
"���������������#���
�$� �
������!����%�����������
�
����
�&� �� ����������

!�����������
�����
���'�(��
����
�������������$����
���
!��������������
������������

)�����*
��
�"��
+�
��
�"�,��������
'

"-�'��'��.������
�������
��
��������������������
���

��������������������
/
��������
��������
������

!�����������%��'�

�����������������
��������������� �

Prep for the November SAT 
with Kaplan Test Prep and Ad-
missions! SAT classes at NHS 
starting 9/17! Discounts for 
NHS students! We are also 
holding a number of free semi-
nars for parents and students. 
Call 1-800-KAP-TEST for more 
information! 

For those students looking for a 
volunteer opportunity, there is a 
shelter in Newark that needs 
some workers. Students under 
the age of 16 will need to bring 
along an adult supervisor (there 
may be some exceptions, such 
as for yard work). For more in-
formation, please call 302-737-
2241. 

Volunteer Opportunity  

������	��
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Attention Parents and    
Students of The Class of 2008: 

 
   October, November and Decem-
ber are the last chances to take the 
SAT before college applications are 
due. In order to prepare for this test, 
I am offering a series of one-on-one 
tutoring sessions using real SAT 
tests and giving pointers that will 
improve scores. Every little score 
improvement helps, especially 
when it comes to ensuring admis-
sion to the college of your choice as 
well as getting scholarship funds.  
 
   The sooner you call, the more ses-
sions we can fit in before the test. 
Please contact Diana Freccia by cell 
phone at (516) 457-7470 or by 
email at diana@photodee.com.  
 

If you are an incoming freshman 
student / new band member, 
you’re advised to join NHS per-
forming arts e-communication 
Yahoo list as soon as possible. 
This will ensure that you receive 
all pertinent announcements and 
be informed of the upcoming 
events and changes in schedules.  
   To subscribe to the Yahoo list, 
please have your child send an 
email to:  
nhs-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  
 
In the body of the message please 
mention  
* the student's full name, parent/
guardian's name, and  
* what performing ensemble the 
student is in (band/orchestra/
chorus). They will then receive an 
email response asking them to 
join the group.  
 
   Failure to do so your e-mail will 
be automatically deleted and will 
not be added to the distribution. If 
you have any questions regarding 
this please contact me at Viji 
Vanamamalai vjimurali@att.net.  
 
   Parents and Section Leaders 
please pass on this information to 
incoming students !!! 

Marching Band Corner 
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SAT Tutoring 



   Anyone interested in joining the 
Boys or Girls Cross Country team 
who did not attend the spring info 
meeting should contact Coach 
Mike Mooney at 369-3380 or 
MOONEYM@christina.k12.de.
us.  
 
   Some members have been get-
ting together on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM at the 
Nature Center in White Clay 
Creek State Park (off Hopkins 
Bridge Rd) for Fun Runs or run-
ning on their own. All levels of 
runners are welcome especially 
freshman. Make sure to schedule 
your sports physical now.  
 
   Pre-season starts August 15th. 
Check out our website at http://
www.physics.udel.edu/office/
WWW_NHSXC/ 
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NHS Boys & Girls Cross 
Country 
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   This summer five students from Mr. 
Ed Smith's business law classes com-
peted in New York city in the Junior 
Achievement's North America Banks in 
Action Competition. They entered into 
the competition ranked 5th and 7th in 
United States and Canada. The teams 
and their members were Miracle Bank 
(John Linn, Stephen Chopko, John 
Harper) and Achievers Bank (Jaxon 
Brown, Maxfield Mueller). Miracle 
Bank, Achievers Bank, Mr. Smith, and 
Edina Buzgon travel on Amtrak's Acela 
express train and reached New York City 
within 1 hour and 36 minutes! 
   The Inaugural 2007 North America 
Bank in Action Champion is Miracle 
Bank. The team received awarded cer-
tificates and $1,500.00. Citi Foundation 
sponsored the event and CNBC's Manag-
ing Director Tyler Matheson hosted the 
awards luncheon. 
   During the school year, students were 
exposed to banking laws that affected the 
consumers and businesses everyday. Ad-
ditionally, students were educated on 
what type of bank products and services 
to use for purchasing cars, homes, and 
funding business operations. Through 
the use of computer technology, students 
learned how banks make money by creat-
ing their own bank, the types of jobs 
available in the banking industry, how a 
bank sets rates for loans and deposits, 
and what are the relationships between a 
bank, the Federal Reserve, and the con-
sumer. Finally, they competed against 
other high schools in the US and Canada 
in a banking and market driven simula-
tion program. 
   As a result of their performance in the 
classroom and competition, Newark's 
two teams won the right to battle for the 
inaugural title of North America Banker 
of the Year. This all expense paid trip, 
funded by Citi Foundation, exposed the 
students to New York City, Citibank, the 
financial district, and career opportuni-
ties in banking. Additional prizes were 
awarded to the top three teams at the 
awards luncheon. 
 

   Said Rob Eppes, Executive Vice 
President of Junior Achievement of 
Delaware, Inc., "JA Banks in Action is 
a prime example of the synergy that is 
created when you bring corporate citi-
zens, financial resources, volunteers 
and technology together in the class-
room. We look forward to expanding 
this program into high schools 
throughout Delaware." 
   Max Mueller of Achievers Bank 
stated, "There wasn't a senior trip this 
year, but this was even better. We saw 
and learned things about banking and 
business that you do not get in the 
classroom. Plus, this was a good way 
to end my senior year." 
   John Linn stated in the acceptance 
speech, "The competition was fierce 
and it shows that all of us really did 
earn the right to be here. We learned 
how markets change and how and why 
banks change rates. It was an honor to 
be here and I really enjoyed myself." 
   "I was introduced to banking in my 
sophomore year of high school and 
stayed within the banking industry 
while in college and into my profes-
sional career. " says Mr. Smith. "In my 
28 year banking career, I have been 
fortunate to see the industry evolve 
from the early stages of filing checks 
by hand in bookkeeping through the 
introduction of computers in bank op-
erations, and experience in Board 
room decisions that affected custom-
ers and the bank's profitability. The 
Junior Achievement Banks in Action 
program and the whole experience for 
the students has greatly changed the 
lives of these five students. I will con-
tinue to included the curriculum 
within the Business Law classes and 
eventually into new Advanced Bank-
ing class that should soon be added to 
Newark's course curriculum." 
   For pictures, go to Mr. Smith's web 
site at http://teacherweb.com/de/
n e w a r k h i g h s c h o o l / e d s m i t h /  
 

The New Castle County Library 
System will hold its 2nd Annual 
Scholarship Fair on Wednes-
day, October 17 at the Brandy-
wine Hundred Library, from 7 – 
8:30pm.  Representatives for 
local, state and national schol-
arship organizations will be on 
hand to provide information on 
scholarship opportunities and to 
answer questions from students 
and parents.  About 300 people 
attended last year’s fair.  The 
Scholarship Fair is open to all 
high school students and their 
parents, and advance registra-
tion is required.  To register, call 
your local library. 
 
In addition, four workshops will 
also be held at area libraries, as 
listed below.  The workshops 
will cover topics such as where 
to find scholarship information, 
how to write a scholarship es-
say and how to find helpful in-
formation on the Internet and in 
the library relating to scholar-
ships. 
 
Wed., Sept. 19, 7pm –  
Bear Library (838-3300) 
 
Thurs., Sept. 27, 7pm –  
Woodlawn Library (571-7425) 
 
Wed., Oct. 3, 7pm –  
Brandywine Hundred Library 
(477-3150) 
 
Wed., Oct. 10, 7pm –  
Newark Free Library (731-7550) 
 
Please contact the library to 
register for the workshop of 
your choice. 

Newark Students Crowned JA Banks in Action Champs Scholarship Fair  
Coming Soon! 



     It is time to start preparing for 
the new year. Hopefully all sum-
mer reading assignments are fin-
ished (they were published in the 
last newsletter). School starts for 
grades K-9 on Monday, August 27. 
The rest of the students start on 
Tuesday, August 28, and Open 
House is that evening. (Fall sports 
practices start August 15.) At the 
beginning of the year, there are 
many questions about schedules. 
Any student with an issue should 
fill in an appointment slip for his 
or her counselor stating the spe-
cific problem and what the student 
would like to have done.  In this 
way, the counselor may be able to 
fix the problem after school hours, 
without wasting precious class 
time.  Parents may also telephone 
counselors or e-mail them, but 
please realize the first two weeks 
of school are very busy for every-
one. If you wish to meet with your 
child’s counselor it is always best 
to make an appointment in order to 
best meet your needs. 
     Here are this year’s student 
services divisions: 
 
Our new principal is Mr. Bedford. 
 
Grade 9:  
Assistant Principal – Bob Jefferson 
Counselor – Debbie Briggs 
Dean – Greg Benjamin 
 
Grade 10:  
Assistant Principal – Michael Scott 
Counselor – Shirin Skovronski 
Dean – Butch Simpson 
 
Grade 11 and 12:  
Assistant Principal  
– Michelle Millar 
Counselor for letters A-K  
– Penny Halfen 
Counselor for letters L-Z  

– Linda Raffaele 
Dean – Kathy Everett 
 
   In the first few days of school, 
students not only receive their 
schedules, they also get their PIN 
numbers for the cafeteria and forms 
to sign up for the Wellness Center 
or for insurance plans. The Well-
ness Center provides free sports 
physicals as well as many other 
health-related and counseling serv-
ices, and students can make ap-
pointments during the school day. 
Your application is good for all 
your years at this school, so you do 
not need to fill in a new one each 
year. Teachers will also send home 
a syllabus or course requirement 
sheet with their contact information 
listed on it. Parents are usually ex-
pected to sign a slip on the bottom 
to return, and I suggest you keep the 
other portion in a file for your stu-
dent that year, so you will be able to 
access that information should you 
need it. Emergency cards will be 
sent home by the nurse, so please be 
sure to update those. The students 
also get student handbooks and 
code of conduct books. Please make 
yourselves well acquainted with all 
of these for future use.  
   One big issue at the beginning of 
the year is school rules. It is impor-
tant to remind parents that if a stu-
dent brings a cell phone, Discman, 
Ipod, or MP3 player to school, it 
should not be seen or heard during 
the school day (7 am to 2 pm – that 
means as soon as they get off the 
busses), or it can be confiscated.  
Another problem is appropriate 
dress. While we understand it is 
hot, students still need to cover their 
shoulders, back, and bellies, so 
please do not allow your child to 
come in tank tops, halter tops, belly 
shirts, or really short shorts or 

skirts.  It is cooler for a student to 
wear a t-shirt than a tank top with a 
sweater on top to keep him or her 
covered. Chains and hats should not 
be worn in school either. 
     As the weeks pass, if you wish 
to contact your child’s teachers by 
e-mail, you usually need to put the 
teacher’s last name and first initial 
@christina.k12.de.us. Parents of 9th 
and 10th graders can contact one 
team teacher in order to meet with 
the whole team. A team consists of 
a math, English, science, and social 
studies teacher. As we near the in-
terim date of September 21st, you 
may want to contact teachers to see 
what your child needs to do to im-
prove his or her grades.  The first 
marking period ends on October 
26th, so report cards will be handed 
out within a couple of weeks after 
that. 
     In September, your child will be 
taking another round of MAP test-
ing, and on October 17, he or she 
will be taking PSAT’s.  Remember, 
PSAT’s are important, not only to 
prepare for SAT’s, but for 11th 
graders to be eligible for certain 
scholarships, and to decide if a stu-
dent in grades 9 to 11 should be 
placed in Advanced placement 
classes the following year. Hence, it 
behooves the child to score as well 
as possible on the PSAT for multi-
ple reasons. 
     For those students planning to 
take October SAT’s, please be pre-
pared to register in August for this 
test.  Our school code is 080115. 
Registration can be done on the 
internet at www.collegeboard.com. 
(There is a table of dates following 
this article.)  Juniors will want to 
take this test at least once during 
this school year.  Remember this 
test has a writing component now, 
so it costs more ($43) and takes 
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more time.  Late registrations can 
be done for a few days after the reg-
istration deadline, but cost $22 ex-
tra. In order to increase the likeli-
hood of getting your preferred test 
site, you should register as early as 
possible for the test date that you 
want. 
     There are two major events in 
October that all students and their 
parents should attend.  Usually, our 
school hosts some sort of presenta-
tion in October about financial 
planning for college.  Please be on 
the lookout for more information on 
this year’s presentation. Another 
important event is College Night.  
Towards the end of October (proba-
bly October 23rd), more than 150 
colleges and universities from 
around the nation will send repre-
sentatives to the Bob Carpenter 
Center at the University of Dela-
ware from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. This is a 
great opportunity for your child to 
start looking into colleges which 
will suit him or her best.  You will 
be able to obtain information about 
class sizes, costs, application fees, 
location, and many other questions.  
This event is suitable for any high 
school student, and should not be 
missed, so make sure to put this on 

your calendar as soon as you hear 
the date. More information on these 
two events should be forthcoming in 
the September issue of the newslet-
ter.  
     During the year, different col-
leges send representatives to our 
school to meet with students inter-
ested in attending that college. 
Those dates are usually posted in the 
hallway between Student Services 
West and A-Cafeteria. If your child 
sees a school scheduled that he or 
she wishes to attend, he or she needs 
to attend that session and get a pass 
back to class when the session is 
over. Also, the Newark Public Li-
brary will have a scholarship work-
shop on October 10th, from 7:30 – 
8:30, so please call them at 731-
7550 to register for this workshop. 
(Other libraries will have this work-
shop too, but on different dates. 
Contact your library to find out 
when they are.) 
     As you can see, the first three 
months of school are extremely 
busy, so you need to mark all impor-
tant dates on your calendar.  As al-
ways, if you have any questions, 
your student services department is 
only a phone call away. 
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Please Join Newark High School PTA 
Becoming a Member Does Not Mean You Have to Volunteer! 

 
The Newark High School PTA needs YOU!  And just who are you?  You are the mothers, fathers, grandmoth-
ers, grandfathers, aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters, and guardians of our students.  You are our students. We in-
vite each of you to join the PTA, an organization that includes millions of others who care about issues that af-
fect kids.  Our membership is open to anyone concerned with the education, health and welfare of our children 
and youth.   
 
When you become a member, there is no requirement that you volunteer your time, or even attend a single 
meeting!  While we do need and appreciate those who can volunteer,  PTA welcomes everyone’s membership, 
because each member makes PTA’s voice just a little louder. 
 
Your membership in the Newark High School PTA means 
 

�� Making a difference in the lives of all children and youth all across the US. 
�� Membership in both the state and national PTA organizations 
�� A chance to grow personally by getting to know other NHS families and staff and to work together at 

special events such as After Prom, Reflections and Building Bridges. 
�� Supporting appropriate legislation to improve laws, policies, and conditions on behalf of children. 
�� A one-year online subscription to Our Children magazine which provides articles by experts; parenting 

tips; facts on health and safety, and success stories from PTAs around the country.   
�� Access to  www.pta.org with thousands of articles to better equip members to be involved in children’s 

education and schools. 
�� National PTA Weekly electronic newsletter 
�� Discounts and promotional items from National PTA’s sponsors and member benefits providers. 
�� and so much more all for only $5 !!! 

 
Join NHS PTA today by completing the form below. We are looking forward to a great year!  Please contact 
Catherine Buckminster, President NHS PTA  at 737-4184 or clmbuck@comcast.net if you have any questions.  

 
See Membership Form on the next page!   

* This date is subject to 
change.  See the website for 

any updated information. 



Join the Newark High School PTA 2007/08 
ONLY $5.00 per Person! 

�
Welcome!  Your membership payment of $5.00 includes membership in the state and national  

PTA organizations.  
Becoming a member of the PTA does not require you to volunteer! 

�
                                            
I am a [ ] Parent [ ] Teacher [ ] Student [  ]Other ______________________________________ 
 
Address                                                                                                                                              
 
Phone (s)                                                                                                                                            
 
Would you like email notification of news & events?  [ ] Yes  [ ] No 
 
Email address                                                                                                                                      
 
Student’s Name                                                                                  Grade              
 
Student’s Name                                                                                  Grade              
 
Student’s Name                                                                                  Grade              
 
Annual Membership is $5 per person.  Make checks payable to NHS PTA.  
            
Member #1 Name                                                                                                       $5.00                 
 
Member #2 Name                                                                                                       $5.00               
 
Member #3 Name                                                                                                       $5.00               
 
I would like to donate an additional                                                                           $                       
 to the Newark High School PTA to support PTA related activities (optional) 
 
Total Enclosed                                                                                                           $                      
����� �
�
�

Thank you for joining the PTA! 
�

Return this form with payment to:  
Newark High School PTA  
750 East Delaware Ave.  

Newark, DE  19711 
 

Questions? Contact PTA President Catherine Buckminster at 737-4184 or email clmbuck@comcast.net 
 



 

Christina School District 
Newark High School 
750 East Delaware Avenue 
Newark, Delaware 19711 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Newark, DE 
Permit #352 

The PTA is still looking to 
fill the board positions of  

VP and Secretary.  
If you are interested,  

contact  
Catherine Buckminster, 
President NHS PTA, at  

737-4184 or 
clmbuck@comcast.net 
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