PTA Meeting January 6, 2011

Welcome:  Debbie Christie @6:05 pm

Secretary - Laurie Miriello
· Motion approved to accept minutes from last meeting.
President’s Report - Debbie Christie

· Welcome to all the parents and staff.

· The PTA distributed a Downes Value Card to each staff member for the holidays.

· The new date for the PTA meeting to discuss fundraisers for the 2011-2012 school years is February 16 from 6:00 to 8:00.

· Each teacher will be given a certificate for $50 to be used on the Scholastic website for their classrooms.  Motion was passed to use the money from the spring book sale to purchase another Elmo (overhead type of equipment) for the school. 

· Discussed having the Karate school at Park and Shop offer classes on Fridays in February and March.  There was great concern among parents that the kids will get very interested but the introductory classes are much cheaper than the actual classes at the academy.  There was no support to go forward with the initiative.

· Volunteers needed for a nominating committee.  Mrs. Schwartz, Tracy Willman and Debbie Christie volunteered.  Additional volunteers would be greatly appreciated. 

· The school is always short of paper.  Any donations of reams of paper would be greatly appreciated. 

· Art Yiournus will contribute a nutrition message for Sharkbites each month. 

Vice President’s Report - Lisa Voight and Tracey Willman
· Special thanks to Megan Everhart all of her efforts on behalf of the mitten tree program.  We were able to assist 12 Downes families.  We received tremendous support from the community thanks to Paul Pomeroy’s mention of the program in his newsletter. 
· We need more mentors in the classroom.  Lisa is coordinating the effort.  We need to include a note about the program in Sharkbites and on the website.  Need to get the word out to parents in case anyone knows of companies looking for service projects that might be able to help us.   

· Ice skating is scheduled for January 22 from 3:30 to 5:00.  We need more volunteers.  The following parents offered to assist:

· Tracey Crook-Hancock:  tacrook@swbell.net, 368-7485

· Jennifer Mattes: jrmattes@comcast.net, 283-0393

· Lori Brook:  meganandcara1@verizon.net, 292-8558

· Jo Nardo: jodavenardo@hotmail.com, 453-8785 (possible)   

· Coordinators are needed for the spring book fair (4/11 – 15) and the spring fundraiser.  
· The spring fundraiser will begin on March 1.  Orders will be due by March 18.  Orders need to be submitted by March 25.  Lori Brook and Mary Baranayi offered to assist with the spring fundraiser, still need a coordinator.
· Mom’s breakfast will be held on March 23.  Volunteer signup sheet distributed.

· Spirit ware sale will be held the week of 2/4 or 2/11 with a fashion show. 
· Teacher appreciation luncheon will be on May 3.  Volunteers needed.  Discussed whether having a message therapist or a lunch would be better.

· Field day is scheduled as follows:

· 5/23 for K - 2 in the morning

· 5/27 for 3 – 5 in the morning

· Rain date is 6/6

· Volunteer sheet distributed

· Jump rope for heart for grades 3 – 5 will be held on Friday 4/15 in the morning.  Rain date is 4/18.  Volunteers included:
· Tracey Crook-Hancock:  tacrook@swbell.net, 368-7485

· Jennifer Mattes: jrmattes@comcast.net, 283-0393

· Cystic Fibrosis walk is tentatively scheduled for May 5.  Rain date is 5/6.  No other volunteers needed.

· ACES – All children exercising simultaneously is scheduled for May 11.

· Ms. Hudson would like to have a Family Heart Night at Downes.  It would be a PE fundraiser to support the incentive prizes for Trek and Walk to School activities.  The incentive prize request should also be put on the Sunshine donation list. Potential dates are 2/4 or 2/25.

Treasurer:   Janice Barlow
· Janice went over the budget detailing our current financial position.

· Received $1200 in box top income.

· Received $220 from the fundraiser at Friendly’s. Excellent turnout!

· Motion approved to increase funding for the science fair by $500.

· Motion approved to increase funding for the 5th grade field trip by $500 to cover the cost of the additional students participating this year.

· Motion approved for $200 to purchase additional geoshark shirts for the 3rd grade geoshark program. 

Membership:  Jen Mattes
· Membership information has been submitted to the state PTA as required.

· Mrs. Miller’s class won the pizza party for membership.
Shark Bites:  Megan Everhart

· No update. 
Homeroom Parents Coordinator:  Calyce Magee
· No Update.
Website Coordinator:  Kelley Bielewicz

· No Update. 
Box Top Coordinator:  Karen Cranker
· No update. 

Principal’s Address:  Mrs. Schwartz
· Math Night will be Thursday, January 13, 2011.

· Multicultural night will be on March, 22, 2011.

· The phone tree needs to be ready to use for emergencies.  Can Calyce organize getting phone numbers from parents for emergencies?  Debbie C. will follow up on this issue. 

New Business 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25
Presenters:  MusIQ Club and Computer Explorers
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