PTA Minutes
February 2, 2010
Welcome:  Debbie Christie @6:31 pm

Secretary - Laurie Miriello
· Motion approved to accept minutes from last meeting.

President’s Report - Debbie Christie and Courtney Cleghorn
· Fun fair is scheduled for March 26. The calendar is updated.  The website and Sharkbites need to be updated.  Fun fair committee is meeting this week.  
· Mad Science would like to have a half hour assembly in February to increase interest in the classes they will be offering in March.  Mrs. Schwartz will work with them to determine a date.  They will be starting a 6 week program on March 23.  Classes will be held after school beginning at 3:10.  The classes will run an hour.  Cost is $74.  Kids will bring activities home too.  Classes will be held for K – 2 on Tuesdays, 3 – 5 will be held on Thursdays.  Maximum of 20 kids per class.   Mad Science has been in business for 20 years, in our area for 7 years. 
· Cookie dough sale - 4 tubs of cookie dough still left.  
· Debbie will update the email distribution list for Janice.

Vice President’s Report - Calyce Magee and Lisa Voight

· Collecting for used books has started.  Boxes are in the lobby to collection donations.
· Mom’s breakfast is scheduled for 2/24.  Lee needs to update his spreadsheet to a lower version and resend.  Flyer will go home soon.  Sharkbites needs to be updated with child’s name and room number. 

· Garden group is organizing now.  They will be building beds on 3/13.  They will need 2 shifts of people.  It will take 6 – 8 hours to complete.  The garden group will need parents that can help the teachers do their jobs each week in the gardens.
· Landscaping Committee reported that they will be landscaping the front of the school.  Delaware Nature Society will be donating some plants.  Erin Vicari is heading up the project and aiming to install a certified schoolyard habitat and butterfly garden.  We will be able to benefit from the Elkton road construction project.  The City of Newark with Del Dot will be taking out the plantings in the medians.  The plants are being donated to Downes.  Help will be needed in April to replant the front gardens.  Possible volunteers include the key club, horticulture club and boy scouts.   

Treasurer:   Janice Barlow
· Janice will bring the new format for the income and expense report to the next PTA meeting.
Membership:  Jen Mattes
· No Update
Shark Bites:  Megan Everhart

· No Update
Homeroom Parents Coordinator:  Lori Wilson
· No update
Website Coordinator:  Kelley Bielewicz

· No update.
Box Top Coordinator:  Karen Cranker
· No update.

Principal’s Address:  Mrs. Schwartz

· School Quality Review is a national program that is being developed in CSD during the months of Feb- April.  Cambridge Education has 25 years experience in over 50 countries around the world and they work with school districts to help them improve best practices and increase building capacity.  In addition, they provide reviews of each school they work with and give descriptions of what’s working and what is not.  They support school leaders and help to develop CLEAR plans for success.  They will be visiting Downes on Feb. 16-17 where they will visit each classroom, speak to students, parents, and teachers and administrator.  Then they will send their review to the principals and district office where they will review, analyze and make changes to improve the school.  It is all about enabling educators to improve their practices because they have the information that they need to make changes. 
· Catch Kids Shark Program – we have received a grant from the Nemours Foundation to start an after school homework club and physical education club that will be run by Newark Parks and Rec.  Participants will be from grades 1 – 4.  Registration is needed before February 26.  Program will run from 4/19 to 5/26 with two groups, K – 2 and 3 – 5. 

· Mrs. Marshall noted that in Avon Grove a note was sent to parents asking if anyone was willing to teach a class with a small fee to cover supplies.  They run 6 week programs. 
· Mrs. Schwartz discussed the meeting that was held at Downes on the abduction at Blair Court. Officer Britta will be coming in March to talk to all of the kids.  She will ask him to also touch on internet safety.  Possible future PTA speaker could be Mrs. Rudolph with the I-Safe presentation. Mrs. Schwartz will contact Officer Britta to schedule a meeting with the PTA. 
New Business

·  None
Meeting adjourned at 7:20
Presentation:  Dr. Marcia Lyles., Superintendent
