PTA Minutes
December 1, 2009
Welcome:  Courtney Cleghorn @6:30 pm

Secretary - Laurie Miriello
· Motion approved to accept minutes from last meeting.

President’s Report - Debbie Christie and Courtney Cleghorn
· Debbie will check on escript.  Need to remind people to sign up.

· Book Fair profit redemption – we get a bigger benefit for the school by taking the profit in Scholastic dollars instead of cash.  The money raised from the fall book fair was given to Mrs. Rudolph to support additions to the library.  The PTA used the leftover Scholastic dollars to buy the books on the teacher’s wish lists. 
· There was a discussion on parent’s perception of the PTA.  Some parent’s feel that if they can’t do a lot to help they decide not to do anything.  Need to get the word out that it would help tremendously if everyone helped with just one event a year. 

· Need to research possibility of having a PTA representative for each classroom to make it more personal.  Possibly distribute information using the homeroom parent email lists.  Parents might be more likely to volunteer for the classroom.

· School performances bring people to the school.  We need to incorporate fundraisers with performances to improve participation.

· Jennifer Comparoto volunteered to be the new landscape coordinator.  

· Debbie noted that the new interactive code of conduct module is available on the district website.

· Dr. Lyles will be at the Feb. PTA meeting.  

· Courtney will check on having fundraisers at Applebees, Friendly’s, Grotto’s and Panera’s (Mr. Jackson) to determine which might be the best for us.

Vice President’s Report - Calyce Magee and Lisa Voight

· Spaghetti dinner raised $800.  The auction raised $1200.  There was significant discussion that school lost out on potential donations because of the sale of yo-yos that night. 
· Lori Wilson will coordinate the Fun Fair with the homeroom parents. 
· There will be a change in the fun fair.  The cost will be $2/child.  There will not be a basket auction.  There will be smaller prizes and no tickets involved in redeeming prizes.  Food will be paid for in cash. 

· Movie Night – Consensus was to move movie night to the end of the year to allow more people to participate.

Treasurer:  Carol Osborne

· Reviewed income and expenses to date.  Discussed changes to the budget.  Motion approved to finalize budget changes.
· Need someone to take over the Treasurer position as soon as possible so there is time to train them.  The PTA cannot exist without a treasurer.
· Carol will talk to Mrs. Reinhardt about the science fair.  Downes Science Fair will be held on 4/14.  The district science fair will be held at Downes on 4/28.  The district science fair will require $425 because we didn’t get the grant we had last year.  Can we spend less on trophies? 
· Carol will settle with Mrs. Schwartz the issue on paper expenses. 

Membership:  Jen Mattes

· Need to order new cards for PTA members.
Shark Bites:  Megan Everhart

· The newsletter will go green in January.  Submit to Debbie Christie any names of people who want to continue to receive a hard copy.  The teachers will be given a stack of newsletters with a list of the students that need to receive a hard copy.
Homeroom Parents Coordinator:  Lori Wilson
· No update
Website Coordinator:  Kelley Bielewicz

· No update.
Box Top Coordinator:  Karen Cranker
· No update
Principal’s Address:  Mrs. Schwartz

· New teacher of the year parking sign has been installed.

· Banner for Mrs. DeShon has been installed.

· Report cards will go out on 12/14.

· Request parents fill out the free and reduced lunch forms.  Title 1 schools received increased federal funding. Preschool parents can fill out the forms too.  Schools can get up to $100,000 extra in federal funds.  It is confidential.  Kids use a number at the register so no one knows who is receiving assistance. 

· 500+ students now attending Downes. 

· The Lt. Governor has a new program on parent involvement.  An application needs to be completed.  Mrs. Schwartz is looking for assistance in completing the application.  Schools will be honored in May 2010.  
New Business

· Presentation on Rohm and Haas grant.  Downes has received a grant to install a garden that will incorporate reinforcing the science curriculum standards with teaching the students about good nutrition and exercise.  Michelle Lobo, Jo Nardo, Erin Vicari and Laura Moss all volunteered to assist with the project.  Installation is set for 3/13 with a rain date of 3/20.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00
