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Greetings to Everyone and Welcome Back to 
Downes, 2009-2010 
   It’s that time of year again.  The rooms have been cleaned, 
the floors have been waxed, and we’re anxiously awaiting 
the return of our students.  The teachers have been busy 
preparing for the start of the “new year” and are eager to 
meet and begin working with the children.  We hope that 
you are ready for the journey for 2009/10 aboard the “HRR 
Downes.”  
   This will be our second year in our newly renovated 
building.  The air conditioning has been keeping it cool 
throughout the summer and the rooms are very comfortable.  
You might want to consider sending your child (children) to 
school with a sweater just in case the temperatures are too 
cool.  Speaking of what to wear, we want our students to be 
comfortable in school so here are a few tips: 
·  Sneakers are great for everyday. 
·  Clothes should fit properly (please no over sized pants 

or shirts). 
·  No “short” shorts. 
·  Midriffs should be covered. 
·  No hats may be worn (unless for religious reasons or for 

special events). 
   Our year begins with a lot of activities and we hope that 
you’ll be present at the following events: 
·  Open House for grades Pre K, K, 1, and 2 will be 

Monday, 9/21 @ 6:30-8  
·  Open House for grades 3, 4, and 5 will be Thursday, 9/24 

@ 6:30-8 
   Please meet in the cafeteria for a brief meeting/ 
introduction of PTA board members and then we’ll dismiss 
families to the classrooms @ 7 pm.  This night is a special 
time for parents/caregivers to learn about the class and grade 
level expectations, so we hope that you will attend. 

The PTA has been busy over the summer planning 
activities and special events for the year.  I hope that you 
will become a member of our PTA and participate in events, 
chaperone a field trip or two, or become a Homeroom 
Parent.  Our PTA is very active and needs the support of all 
of our families.  We’ve got some great fund raisers starting 
in the next few weeks so I’d like to thank you in advance for 
supporting our school and its programs which benefit all of 
our students. 

Hope to see you around Downes, 
Denise Schwartz, Principal of the HRR Downes 
Honesty, Respect, Responsibility, that’s what you find 
inside of me! 

 

Greetings from the Downes PTA 
   We are excited to start a brand new year and have already 
begun planning exciting events, activities and fundraisers.   
   Parent participation is critical to the success of your child, 
the PTA and the school.  During September, please look for 
opportunities to join the PTA, become a homeroom parent 
and mark your calendar to attend the PTA meetings.    
   Below is a list of tentative activity and event dates.  Flyers 
will be sent home as reminders and you can also check the 
website for updates.  
·  Entertainment Books or $ due back – Friday 9/11 
·  Sally Foster Sale—begins Wed 9/23  
·  Reflections Program info distributed – Mon 10/26 
·  Walk to School Day—Wed 10/7  
·  Dads' Breakfast—Thurs 10/15  
·  Otis Cookie Sale—begins Tues, 11/2 
·  Book Fair—11/9–11/13  
·  Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction—Fri 11/13  
·  Mitten Tree—Nov. 13–Dec. 4  
·  Family Movie Night—Fri 1/8  
·  Moms' Breakfast—Wed 2/24  
·  Fun Fair and Basket Raffle—Fri 3/19  
·  Used Book Fair—Thur 4/1  
·  Science Fair—Wed 4/14  
·  Otis Cookie Sale—begins Mon 4/12  
·  Scholastic Book Fair—  4/12 – 4/16 
·  Teacher Appreciation Week—May 3–7  
·  MAP Testing—Fri 5/14  
·  Talent Show—May 26 & 28  
·  Volunteer Appreciation—Wed 6/2  
·  Fun in the Sun—Fri 6/4  

All volunteers are welcome and needed! If you are 
interested in volunteering for a specific event, please contact 
Calyce Magee or Lisa Voigt and join our mailing list , 
located on the Downes Website. 

Be sure to check out our website   
http://www.christina.k12.de.us/downes/ 
  With hot links to amazing resources and information like:  
the staff directory, information on teachers, curricula, and 
events going on in our classrooms, information on the 
multiple opportunities to volunteer and donate time 
over the school year, a digital library and MUCH more! 
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BUY 10 GET 1 LUNCH FREE PROGRAM 
K-5     $15.00  SEND CHECK  OR CASH TO THE SCHOOL 
CAFETERIA 
6-12    $17.50  REDUCED $ 4.00   
Be sure to include your child’s name on the check or envelope  
Fresh Fruit available everyday. 
�  Menu subject to change (Chef’s Specials also available) 

LUNCH PRICES 
 
Student Grades K-5         $1.50 
Student Grades 6-12        $1.75 
Reduced Student       $  .40 
A La Carte Milk       $  .45 

Adult             $3.00 

BREAKFAST PRICES 
Student Grades   K-5     $  .80 
Student Grades   6-12    $1.00 
Reduced Student     $  .25 
Adult      $1.50 

 
 

 Check the website, http://www.christina.k12.de.us/downes/,  the week of September 7th for the remaining weeks. 
 
Child Nutrition has compiled a summary of our services for you.   Below is an explanation of our practices and procedures.    
Meal Benefit Forms 
Annually families are offered the opportunity to apply for federal assistance, which may result in free or reduced priced meals.   
�  Children from families with incomes at or below 130 percent of the poverty level are eligible for free breakfast and lunch 

meals.   
�  Those families between 130% and 185% of the poverty level are eligible for reduced priced breakfast and lunch meals.   
You will receive an application in the first few days of school.  If you feel that your child(ren) qualifies for this federally funded 
program please fill out the application and send it back with your child.  Students can return the completed forms to teachers or to 
the Child Nutrition staff in their cafeteria.  A letter will be sent home notifying you whether or not your application is accepted. 
�  If your child(ren) received Free or Reduced priced meals last year, they will automatically receive these meals through 

October 15, 2009.  However, if your application has not been submitted or processed by October 16, 2009, then your 
child’s free or reduced price status will be changed to a paying status and therefore he/she will have to purchase 
meals. For more information go to the Downes website: http://www.christina.k12.de.us/downes/ 

 
 

PTA Leadership -- Contact number: 454-2133, ext. 498. Co-Presidents : Courtney Cleghorn, Debbie Christie 
Co-Vice Presidents of Volunteers : Calyce Magee, Lisa Voigt  Membership Chair : Jen Mattes Treasurer : Carol Osbourne 
Secretary : Laurie Miriello  Teacher Representatives : Candy Leonhard,  Mary Jo Reighart Reflections Chairperson : Lori 
Geist  Homeroom Parent Coordinator:  Lori Wilson    Website Coordinator : Kelley Bielewicz  Sharkbites : Megan Everhart  
2009 – 2010 PTA Meetings at the school  6:30PM to 8 PM: Tues., 9/8, Wed. 10/7, Tues.,11/3, Wed, 12/2, Jan. – no meeting, 
Tues, 2/2/2010, Tues. 3/2, Tues. 4/13, Tues 5/4, Wed, 6/2 
 
Downes Elementary School main number…....454-2133; Principal Denise Schwartz: ext. 121; School Nurse: ext. 123, District 
Transportation Office……. 454-2281, Cafeteria  


