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What is the senior project? 

The senior project is designed to be the culmination of each studentôs academic experiences in 

the Christina School District. It is an opportunity for prospective graduates to merge their various 

interests, passions, and curiosities with their academic lives. The project is a vehicle for seniors 

to demonstrate the fullest extent of the autonomy, complexity, and awareness learned throughout 

their academic career.  

 

 

The Six Tenets for the Senior Project: 

 

The Essential Question:  Because a successful and meaningful Senior Project involves genuine 

inquiry around a topic of the studentôs choosing, each senior will focus his/her work around a 

complex, interesting, and sustainable essential question. 

 

Multi -Faceted Approach:  Due to the complex nature of each Senior Project, seniors must 

incorporate several modes of thinking in the planning, implementation, and exhibition of their 

project. 

 

A Research Component:  No Senior Project will be successful without a substantial element of 

previously unexplored research. Research must be both experiential (interviews, internships, 

surveys, etc.) and text-based (library, internet, etc.), although the degree to which each form is 

emphasized will vary by individual topic. 

 

Collaboration:   One of the most important skills in life is the ability to work with and learn from 

other people. Each Senior Project must incorporate some element of collaboration with a staff 

mentor.   

 

Academic Rigor:  Each Senior Project must be conceived in a way that challenges the student to 

think deeply and critically beyond what he/she already knows and is able to do.  The topic must 

be big enough for the student to consider multiple perspectives, but not so big that it will lead 

only to superficial understanding.  

 

Assessment:  The Senior Project will be assessed on three major components: a research paper, a 

product relating to the paper topic, and a presentation of both. Each of these components is 

described in detail in the pages that follow, and each component will be scored individually. 

Upon completion of the project, those assessments are combined to receive an overall course 

assessment of Outstanding, Satisfactory, or Unsatisfactory.  Receiving an Unsatisfactory final 

assessment will result in a failure to graduate. 

 

 

ñWhat we think determines what happens to us, so if we 

want to change our lives, we need to stretch our minds.ò 

Wayne Dyer 
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Project Timeline and Due Dates (AP/Honors) 

Topic Proposal.ééééééééééééé.é.ééééééééSept. 17 and 18 

Last date to resubmit topic proposal changes is Oct. 2 

 

Project Signature Formééééééééééééééééééé..éé.Sept. 17 and 18 

Both students and parents must read the packet and sign. 

 

Choose/Establish contact with staff mentorééééé...ééééééééOct. 2 

This may be a teacher with whom you are most comfortable or who has extensive knowledge of 

your topic. 

 

First meeting with mentor..................................................................................prior to Oct. 16 

At least three meetings are recommended. More may be required or established on an individual 

basis. 

 

Thesis Proposalééééé.ééééééééééééééééééé..Oct. 5 and 6 

 

Source Cards (at least 7)ééééééééééééééé..ééééééOct.26 and 27 

 

Note Cards (at least 25)éééééééééééééé..ééé..ééééNov. 12 and 13 

 

Product Proposalééééééééééééééééééééééé..éNov. 19 and 20 

 

Second meeting with mentorééééééééééééééé..éé...é.prior to Nov. 20 

 

Complete Sentence OutlineééééééééééééééééééééDec. 3 and 4 

 

Rough Draftééééééééééééééééééééé..éééé..Dec. 21 and 22 

 

Final paper dueéééééééééééééééééééééééééJan. 7 and 8 

 

Third meeting with mentorééééééééééééé.éééééé....prior to Jan. 29 

 

Presentations (schedules will vary)éééééééééééééééé...Beginning in March 
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Project Timeline and Due Dates (College Prep) 

Topic Proposal.ééééééééééééé.é.éééééééééé...Oct. 1 and 2  

Last date to resubmit topic proposal changes is Oct. 9  

 

Project Signature Formééééééééééééééééééé..éé... Oct 1 and 2 

Both students and parents must read the packet and sign. 

 

Choose/Establish contact with staff mentorééééé...éééééééééOct. 2 

This may be a teacher with whom you are most comfortable or who has extensive knowledge of 

your topic. 

 

First meeting with mentor.....................................................................................prior to Oct. 16 

At least three meetings are recommended. More may be required or established on an individual 

basis. 

 

Thesis Proposalééééé.ééééééééééééééééééééOct. 22 and 23 

 

Source Cards (at least 7)ééééééééééééééé..éééééé Nov 16 and 17 

 

Second meeting with mentorééééééééééééééé..éé...ééprior to Nov. 20 

 

Note Cards (at least 25)éééééééééééééé..ééé..ééééDec 10 and 11 

 

Product Proposalééééééééééééééééééééééé..é.Dec 17 and 18 

 

Complete Sentence OutlineéééééééééééééééééééééJan 14 and 15 

 

Third meeting with mentorééééééééééééé.éééééé.......prior to Jan. 29 

 

Rough Draftéé..éééééééééééééééééééééé..é..Feb 4 and 5 

 

Final paper dueééééééééééééééééééééééééé.Feb 25 and 26 

 

Presentations (schedules will vary)éééééééééééééééé...Beginning in March 
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Research Paper Proposal 

 The research component of the Senior Project graduation requirement will be completed 

in the form of a research paper. Over the course of this school year, you will be introduced to 

several components of the research process in your senior English class, however, much of the 

paper will be completed independently. You will be required to complete and submit pieces of 

the research process throughout the school year, thus you should choose a topic that will sustain 

your interest over the next seven months.  

The first step in the process is to research your interests to determine a possible approach 

and a possible topic. Once you have decided what your topic will be, you will submit a research 

proposal. These proposals must be handed in on your designated due date. If you are unable 

to attend class on that date, please be sure to submit your proposal to your English teacher prior 

to the due date, in cases of illness, it is expected that the proposal be submitted to the office or 

emailed to your English teacher prior to the start of classes on the due date.  

 The research proposal should focus on ideas for an approach (how you will structure your 

paper), content, and preliminary research. It should be at least one full page. Begin your first 

paragraph by explaining what subject you plan to write on and how you plan to develop your 

topic (see pages 6 and 7 in the MLA Handbook). The next paragraph should include some 

examples of possible products you may choose to complete that relate to the topic chosen. The 

final paragraph should name what type of information you need in addition to discussing 

research you have found. This paragraph may serve as an early indication that the topic is too 

broad or too specific (see pages 8 ï 36 in the MLA Handbook). Attached to your one page 

proposal you will include a working bibliography (see pages 37- 40 in the MLA Handbook). 

Please refer to this packet or the MLA handbook to complete the working bibliography correctly. 

Your working bibliography should include a minimum of five sources, at least three of which  

must be books. Although you may consult encyclopedias, you may not use them as a final source 

in your paper. 

Your instructor will set the point value for this assignment; however, full credit will be 

earned if the essay follows all standard formal writing rules, contains the content requested in the 

three paragraphs, and shows you have begun the research process. The working bibliography 

will be a separate assignment. You will earn full credit if the citations follow the information 

found in the MLA Handbook. You may attach a third page containing any questions remaining. 

When the proposal is returned, you will receive approval or be given suggestions on how to 

obtain approval. You will hand the proposal in with the Senior Project Signature Form. 

 Although the final paper due date may seem far away, the time you are required to spend 

now will keep you from being overwhelmed in the future. If you turn in your proposal and obtain 

approval early, you can begin the project early. 
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Wri ting the Thesis Sentence and the Thesis Proposal 

The thesis sentence or statement identifies the purpose of the paper and unites it. It gives a 

preview of the paperôs main idea. It is necessary to understand that the thesis statement can be 

revised at any time while writing a paper. It is not uncommon to find a more precise purpose 

through the process of researching and writing a paper. 

 

A thesis statement is: 

 an assertion 

 the main idea 

 narrow 

 supported 

 specific 

 

It should take a stand and have only one main point rather than several. The thesis provides 

direction to your research. After completing some preliminary research, decide what the main 

idea of your paper will be and what you are trying to describe or prove. This will help clarify 

your thesis statement. For more information on writing a thesis statement see pages 49 and 50 in 

the MLA Handbook. 

 

Your Thesis Proposal must be handed in by the designated due date. If you are unable to attend 

class on the due date, please be sure to submit your proposal to your English teacher prior to the 

due date, in cases of illness, it is expected that the proposal be submitted to the office or 

emailed to your English teacher prior to  the start of classes on the due date (a hard copy 

must be submitted upon your arrival back to school). Your thesis should be double spaced in 

Times New Roman 12pt font and attached to your approved Research Paper Proposal for 

submission. 
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Research and Note Taking 

Once your topic has been approved, begin to gather information from authoritative 

reference sources: pertinent books, articles in magazines, journals, and online resources. You 

may begin this process prior to writing your thesis as your research will better help you gauge 

the direction your paper will take. During this process, you should take notes on the resources 

found.  

 

Source Cards  

 Each source found should be recorded on a source card (3x5 index card). This will help 

you to organize your research and provide documentation for all borrowed information included 

in your paper. For each source, you should create a separate source card including: 

 Author 

 Editor 

 Compiler 

 Translator 

 Title 

 Publication Information 

 Version number 

 Page number(s) 

 Web site sponsor (institution or 

organization) 

 Date accessed (for web sites) 

 Electronic address or URL 

Not all sources will include the same information, be sure to include as much information about 

the source as is provided. 

A minimum of 6 of your Source Cards must be handed in by the designated due date. If 

you are unable to attend class on the due date, please be sure to submit your cards to your 

English teacher prior to the due date. In cases of illness, it is expected that the cards will be 

submitted to the office or prior to the start of classes on the due date. See a sample source 

card at the end of this section. 

 

Note Cards 

 Take notes from each source on 4x6 index cards. Your notes can take the form of a 

summary, paraphrase, or quote. A summary is always shorter than the original and highlights 

important information in a source. This method is best used when you wish to include 

information found in a paragraph or greater in the original source. A summary gives a general 

sense of the sourceôs meaning in your own words. When you paraphrase, you present the 

authorôs points in your own words, often including the order and emphasis of the original. Use 

quotes when an authorôs words are especially memorable or when an authorôs words lend 

authority to your presentation. For more information on note-taking and note cards see pages 46 

ï 48 in the MLA Handbook. 

A minimum of 25 of your Note Cards must be handed in by the designated due date. If 

you are unable to attend class on the due date, please be sure to submit your cards to your 

English teacher prior to the due date. In cases of illness, it is expected that the cards will be 

submitted to the office prior to the start of classes on the due date. See a sample note card at 

the end of this section.  
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Summarizing, Paraphrasing, and Quoting 

 

Here is the difference between summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting. 

 

Summarizing: 

 A summary condenses, in your own words, the main ideas in a source passage.  Knowing 

how to summarize is useful because you can distill the information you need from a much longer 

piece of writing.  You must be careful, however, to respect the integrity of the writer and of the 

information youôre summarizing. Do the following: 

 Be careful to read and interpret that idea in the context of the original, not according to 

what you want it to say.  Retain essential parts of the context, such as time, place, 

occasion, and purpose.  ñQuoting out of context,ò as the phrase goes, is unfair. 

 Be concise. Concentrate on the main ideas, those appropriate to your context, and omit 

everything unnecessary. 

 Use your own words and phrases, not those of the original, and never lift even partial 

sentences without enclosing them in quotation marks. 

 

Here is an example of a summarized passage from an analysis of a key theme in Thomas Hardyôs 

novel, Far From the Madding Crowd. 

Original: 

 ñFar From the Madding Crowd is the only one of the Wessex novels which is allowed a 

óhappy ending.ô For Hardy, a story with only three deaths in it, one life sentence and a final 

marriage between the two chief characters can almost claim to be a comedy. Yet the tragic 

elements much outweigh the final reconciliation.  Like all tragedy, it leaves us face to face with 

the mystery of human evil and suffering.  As Hardy sees it, the personal fate of the individual is 

largely at the mercy of impersonal forces over which he has little control, or at the mercy of 

minor mistakes which prove to have incalculable major consequences.ò Elizabeth Drew, The 

Novel (New York: Dell, 1963), 143. 

 

Summary: 

The destinies of most of Hardyôs characters depend on chance, or unhappy random events caused 

by errors.  Far From the Madding Crowd is different from Hardyôs other novels set in Wessex, 

however, because it does not end in disaster.  In fact, although there is death and imprisonment 

woven into the plot, it ends with a marriage and hope.  Still, it is a tragedy. Even in peaceful 

Wessex, Hardy wrestles with evil and suffering (Drew 143). 
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Paraphrase: 

 A paraphrase is a restatement, in your own words, of a passage of a text.  You paraphrase because 

you want to make the main ideas clearer.  A paraphrase is not necessarily shorter than the original; more 

than likely it is as long as, or longer than, the original, especially if the source passage is densely written 

or uses jargon.  In this case, you may have to use more words to explain the text than the text uses itself.  

You need to keep two things in mind about paraphrasing: 

 Do not distort the original, nor rely too closely on the words or sentence structure of the original; 

occasional words but not whole phrases may be used.  

 To write an accurate paraphrase, you need to understand not only the idea you are paraphrasing 

but also the context of the idea.  Notice how the following paraphrase restates the original in new 

words, yet remains true in meaning. 

Original: 

ñA Gallup survey of New York shows that approximately 2/3 of the 1000 children born to persons on 

relief every month enter this world without the benefit of marriage between their parents.ò Jonathan 

Kozol, Death at an Early Age (New York: Bantam, 1967) 224. 

Paraphrase: 

 In 1967, Jonathan Kozol reported results of a Gallup poll showing that, of the 1000 babies born 

each month to welfare mothers in New York, at least 650 were to single parents (224). 

 In this case, this paraphrase is approximately the same length as the original.  It uses the second 

writerôs words, not Kozolôs, although it keeps proper names and other words crucial to the meaning of the 

original.  Note also that the historical context of the original is mentioned,  ñIn 1967,ò so that readers of 

the paraphrase will understand that the figures are not current. 

Quotation 

 A quotation uses the exact words of the original. Why would you want to quote word for word?  

First, because you might want to include a phrase or passage that is exceptionally well written.  Second, 

because the exact passage is important and you plan to discuss it in detail.  And third, because the passage 

has exact wording, such as in a scientific definition or law, and accuracy is critical. Hereôs what you need 

to keep in mind about direct quotation: 

 Use it sparingly.  Too much direct quotation looks like a crutch, as if you were too lazy or too shy 

to include other peopleôs writing any other way.  Rely as often as you can on summary and 

paraphrase.  Quote only when the writerôs style or the exact wording of a text is very important. 

 Avoid long quotations.  When you must refer to a long passage, summarize most of it and quote 

only those portions that must remain in the words of their originator. 

 Always quote accurately and enclose the text in quotation marks.  When writing summaries and 

paraphrases, be particularly careful that you do not unintentionally quote the writerôs exact words.  

If you want to include a phrase or two in your summary or paraphrase, transcribe them exactly 

and enclose them in quotation marks.   

 Set off in block form any quoted material that runs longer than four lines.  Omit quotation marks, 

but indent one more inch from the left margin. 



 

 
 

10 

Writing a Complete-Sentence Outline 

 Once you have completed your notes, you must organize the information you have 

gathered.  This is done best by preparing a formal outline.  Roman numerals are used to show 

main ideas, capital letters to show subcategories of those main ideas, and Arabic numbers to give 

details.  In the upper left hand corner of your note cards, you will place the ñslugò, the symbol 

relating the information on the card to its position in the outline.  (See pages 48 through 56 of the 

MLA Handbook .)  

 Be sure your outline: 

 is written in complete sentences 

 is specific 

 contains important points that prove the thesis 

 contains divisions that help to develop the main headings 

 includes only entries that point back to what is being developed 

 is organized with a specific purpose 

 

Generally, each entry on the outline will be developed into at least one paragraph; however, a 

single entry may require several paragraphs. Note that a heading uses two or more divisions, 

never one. You need a Works Cited page at the end of your outline.  See a sample few pages at 

the end of the section. 

Directions: 

1. Write the title of your research paper in the center of a sheet of paper.  It is not 

part of the outline and should not be numbers. 

2. Skip a line, begin at the left hand margin, and write your Thesis Statement.  It is 

not part of the outline and should not be numbered.  

3. Using your prearranged pile of note cards, choose what main topics, subtopics, 

and details belong together.  

4. Use Roman numerals (I, II, etc.) for main ideas. 

Use capital letters (A, B, etc.) for subtopics. 

Use numbers (1, 2, etc.) for details. 

5. Remember to use complete sentences to communicate full meaning of  

your ideas. 

6. Observe correct indentations. Keep your outline divisions in straight lines.  

7. Capitalize the beginning of each topic, subtopic, and detail. Capitalize all proper 

nouns used within the sentences of the outline and place a period at the end of 

each outline entry.  

8. A topic, subtopic, and detail cannot be divided unless it has two parts.  All 

divisions of a formal outline must be in pairs. 

9. Include citations for research: (authorôs last name pg #) 

Ex.  (Cicarelli 142)  Online source Ex: (Authorôs last name paragraph #) 
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Writing a Rough Draft  

 

 At this point in the process, you have received approval for your topic and thesis, and you 

have submitted source cards, note cards, and a complete sentence outline. Using each of these, 

you will begin to write your first draft. When drafting a paper, you should first understand that a 

draft is just that, a draft. It is meant to be edited, scribbled on, and corrected several times prior 

to moving to the final draft. After writing a brief introduction to your topic, you will present your 

thesis (nowhere in the paper should you write, ñthis paper will,ò ñI am going to,ò or ñthe thesis 

isò statements). Your complete sentence outline then provides a skeleton for your paper. You 

will use your note cards to fill in the skeleton; this will be the meat of your paper. The drafting 

process takes your outline and note cards and puts the information from each in paragraph form. 

Be sure that while you are writing, you stay focused on your thesis. All inclusions in the draft 

should directly prove your thesis. Your draft should end with a conclusion which sums up the 

intent of your paper. Remember, a draft is meant to be a working document, you will need to 

make changes and corrections to this document (for more information on drafting see pages 57 ï 

59 in the MLA Handbook) 

 

The final draft of your paper must have the following minimal requirements in order to 

be graded ( See a sample first and last page at the end of this section): 

 6-10 full pages in length (At least 6 pages of written text). A paper that is 5 2/3 pages will 

be handed back to be redone and lose one grade level per day thereafter. 

 Typed in 12 pt. Times New Roman (black ink on white paper ONLY) 

 Double-spaced with 1 inch margins on all sides 

 Written in MLA format 

 At least 6 reliable sources, 2 of which must be books 

 No Title Page 

 A Heading on the first page including: Name, Instructorôs name, Course Title, and the 
date submitted (see page 133 of the MLA Handbook) 

 Page Headers on subsequent pages including: the last name of student, a space, and the 

page number in the top right corner, ½ inch from the top of the page 

 Staple or paper clip in top left corner (do not use report covers, folders, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

12 

Editing your Paper 

 

 The final step in revising is proofreading. When you proofread, find and correct any 

errors you have made in grammar, usage, or mechanics. Always proofread your final draft 

carefully. Realize that you know what youôre trying to say in the paper so it is very easy for your 

eyes to read what you meant rather that what is actually written. Try reading your paper out loud, 

this will help you distinguish more of your own mistakes. You should also have someone else 

edit your paper. For more information on editing a draft, see Chapter 3 (pages 79 ï 130) in the 

MLA Handbook. 

Common Proofreading Symbols 

Symbol Meaning Example 

 
insert a comma  

 

 

apostrophe or single 

quotation mark   

 
insert something  

 

 

use double quotation 

marks   

 
use a period here  

 

 
delete  

 

 
close up this space  

 

 

a space needed here  
 

 
begin new paragraph  

 



 

 
 

13 

 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers Sixth Edition 

Quick Section Reference Guide 

 

 

Selecting a TopicééééééééééééééééééSection 1.3 

 

Conducting Researchéééééééééééééééé..Section 1.4 

 

Evaluating Sourcesééééééééééééééééé..Section 1.6 

 

Taking NotesééééééééééééééééééééSection 1.7 

 

Outliningééééééééééééééééééééé..Section 1.8 

 

DraftingééééééééééééééééééééééSection 1.9 

 

PlagiarisméééééééééééééééééééééSection 2.All 

 

Grammar/Mechanicséééééééééééééééé..Section 3.All 

 

Works CitedééééééééééééééééééééSection 5.All 

 

In-Text Citationséééééééééééééééééé.Section 6.All 

 

 

 

Cited materials: 

 

Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6
th
 ed. 

 New York: The Modern Language Association of America, 2003.  
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Example Source Card and Note Card 

Source Card: 

 

 

Number of Source Ą 

Centered on Card Ą 

Authorôs Last Name, 

First. 

Title. 

Place Published : 

Publisher, Date. 

Left Bottom  Ą 

Library Call Number 

Library Card 

Right Bottom 

Content Note ï What 

information does this source 

provide regarding your topic. 

Note Card: 

 

                 Right Top 

        Bibliography source card reference.  

 

 

Slug Ą 

Where does this note fit in  

your outline? Add this last.  

Centered on Card Ą 

A summary, paraphrase, or 

quote from the source. Be 

sure to include quotation 

marks for quotes. Include 

proper punctuation. 

 

Right Bottom 

Page number or paragraph number for  

internet sources. 

 

8 

 

Shakespeare, William. 

The Tragedy of Macbeth. 

New Haven: Yale UP, 1954. 

 

Tragic play of a Scottish 

nobleman whose own                                                           

822.33 S                                                                             ambition leads to his   

tragic downfall                                 

B                                                                                                                        8 

 

Macbethôs famous speech where he starts 

ñTomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow/ 

Creeps in this petty pace from day to dayéò shows 

that he has given up on valuing life altogether. It occurs after 

he learns of his wifeôs death (implied suicide).  

 

Act 5, 5, 18-27 
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Formatting Examples for Various Sources for the Works Cited Page 

Book 

Okuda, Michael, and Denise Okuda. Star Trek Chronology: The History  

     of the Future. New York: Pocket, 1993.  

Journal Article  

Wilcox, Rhonda V. "Shifting Roles and Synthetic Women in Star  

     Trek: The Next Generation." Studies in Popular Culture 13.2 (1991):  

     53-65.  

Newspaper or Magazine Article 

Di Rado, Alicia. "Trekking through College: Classes Explore Modern  

     Society Using the World of Star Trek." Los Angeles Times 15 Mar.  

     1995: A3.  

Book Article or Chapter 

James, Nancy E. "Two Sides of Paradise: The Eden Myth According to  

     Kirk and Spock." Spectrum of the Fantastic. Ed. Donald Palumbo.  

     Westport: Greenwood, 1988. 219-223.  

Gale Reference Book   (and other books featuring reprinted articles) 

Shayon, Robert Lewis. "The Interpl anetary Spock." Saturday Review  

      17 June 1967: 46. Rpt. in Contemporary Literary Criticism . Ed.  

     Sharon R. Gunton. Vol. 17. Detroit:  Gale Research, 1981. 403.  
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ERIC Document 
 

Fuss-Reineck, Marilyn. Sibling Communication in Star Trek: The Next  

     Generation: Conflicts between Brothers. Miami: Speech  

     Communication Assn., 1993. ERIC Document Reproduction Service  

     ED364932.  

Website 

Lynch, Tim. "DSN Trials and Tribble -ations Review." Psi Phi: Bradley's  

     Science Fiction Club. 1996. Bradley University. 8 Oct. 1997 <http://  

     www.bradley.edu/campusorg/psiphi/DS9/ep/503r.html>.  

 

Newspaper or Magazine Article on the Internet 

Andreadis, Athena. "The Enterprise Finds Twin Earths Everywhere It  

     Goes, But Future Colonizers of Distant Planets Won't Be So Lucky."  

     Astronomy Jan. 1999: 64- . Academic Universe. Lexis-Nexis. B.  

     Davis Schwartz Memorial Lib., Brookville, NY. 7 Feb. 1999 <http://  

     web.lexis-nexis.com/universe>.  

Gale Literature Criticism Online   

Shayon, Robert Lewis. "The Interplanetary Spock."  Saturday Review  

      17 June 1967: 46. Rpt. in Contemporary Literary Criticism . Ed.  

     Sharon R. Gunton and Gerald J. Senick. Vol. 17. Detroit:  Gale  

     Research, 1981. 403. Literature Criticism Online . Thomson Gale.  

     B. Davis Schwartz Memorial Lib., Brookville, NY. 15 Nov. 2007 <http://  

     galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/LitCrit?locID=nysl_li_liu>.  
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Notes  

Á Arrange the items on your reference list alphabetically by author, interfiling books, 

articles, etc.  

Á Doublespace all lines.  

Á Indent the second and following lines 5 spaces (or one half inch).  

Á If no author is given, start with the title.  

Á Abbreviate the names of all months except May, June, and July.  

Á If the paging of a magazine or newspaper article is continued elswhere in the issue, 

include only the first page followed by a plus sign (ex. 25+.).  

Á If the encyclopedia does not arrange its articles alphabetically, treat the encyclopedia 

article as if it were a book article. Specific volume and page numbers are cited in the 

text, not in the list of references.  

Á Gale Reference Book: cite the original source being reprinted as shown under Book, 

Journal Article, Newspaper or Magazine Article, etc. The example shows a Magazine 

Article. Then include the citation information for the reference book.  

Á Websites: include the title of the web page, the name of the entire web site, the 

organization that posted it (this may be the same as the name of the website). Also 

include the full date the page was created or last updated (day, month, year if 

available) and the date you looked at it.  

Á Internet Magazine Articles: Include:  

 The full date of the article (day, month, year if available) and the date you 

looked at it;  

o If you are citing a journal  instead of a magazine, include the volume 

(and issue number) and date as shown under the Journal Style above.  

 As for page numbers, different databases will provide different information. 

Include the range of pages (ex. 25-28.); or the starting page followed by a hyphen, 

a blank space, and a period (ex. 64- .); or the total number of pages or paragraphs 

(ex. 12 pp. or 33 pars.). If no page information is given, then leave it out.  

 The name of the database (underlined) and the company that created it.  

 The library or other organizat ion (and its location) that provided you with 

access to the database.  

 If the web address (URL) of the article is very long, you only need to include the 

URL of the database's home page.  

Á The rules concerning a title within a title  are not displayed here for purposes of clarity. 

See the printed version of the manual for details.  

For documents and situations not listed here, see the printed version of the manual. 
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English 12 CP 

10 November 2009 

Federal Fairness in Financial Aid? 

Thesis: Though many students from middle-income families must struggle to meet college costs, 

low-income students suffer even more because of the ways in which colleges and federal 

agencies distribute aid, advertise it, analyze students' needs, and "package" the aid provided. 

  I. College costs often exceed what middle-income families can comfortably afford. 

 II. Low-income students face greater obstacles to higher education than middle-income students  

      do.  

 A. Federal programs now work to the disadvantage of low-income students (Smith 24). 

       1. With funding for grants "disproportionately lower" than funding for loans,   

       fear of heavy debt makes low-income students unwilling to borrow 

      (Jordan 3). 

            2. The half-cost rule hurts low-income students more than it helps middle-   

       income students (Anderson 1). 

            3. Besides cutbacks in federal aid to education, cutbacks and restrictions in   

      other federal programs also penalize low-income students (Espenson 87).  

       Insert block quote here. 

     B. Colleges are generally neglecting low-income students. 

            1. Better-off students are squeezing out low-income students even at public    

      and community colleges. 
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            2. Competing for students from middle-income families, some colleges are    

      granting aid to students who don't truly need it (Anderson 2). 

            3. The gap between the cost of college and the value of aid--including aid  

      from the college itself--forces low-income students into overdemanding 

                   combinations of work and study. 

III. Without spending substantially more, colleges and federal  agencies can and should give low- 

       income students a better chance. 

          A. The federal government should eliminate the half-cost rule in the distribution of Pell  

 Grants (Anderson 1). 

          B. The Department of Education should advertise its aid programs more effectively. 

          C. Colleges and federal agencies alike should analyze every student's needs more  

 rigorously. 

          D. They should also increase the value of grants in packages of aid designed for low- 

 income students. 

IV.  Conclusion: All of these steps can help to insure that truly needy students get the educational  

        opportunities they deserve. 

 

 

 **Last page of your outline should be a preliminary works cited. See the sample in this packet 

of a works cited page. 
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