Christina Language Arts Block K-5

All students will receive 135 minutes of literacy instruction daily. (Reading and Writing)

Word Work (15 minutes)

· Phonemic Awareness

· Phonological Awareness 

· Phonics

· Vocabulary

· Use your Common Core and Journeys Teachers Edition to guide your word work
Teacher Directed (20-30 minutes)

· Use the comprehension skill from the Common Core and Journeys Teachers Edition to guide the Teacher directed lesson

· Essential Questions listed on Grade Level matrix may differ from those found in Teachers Edition and Focus Wall. The updated EQ’s align more closely with the Common Core and provide and greater depth of knowledge. 

· May use text or passages from Journeys, Supplemental Read Alouds, Science kit readers, Social Studies textbooks, Time for Kids Readers, etc. Remember the focus is on the skill /strategy. 

· Teachers may use instructional delivery methods found in Journeys Teachers Edition or Sample Acquisition lessons found in elementary reading shared drive \\clshare\Elem_reading. 

· Keep whole group practice/assignments out of this block and save for flexible group time. 
Flexible Group (20 minutes x 2) or (15 minutes x 3)

· Students will be broken into flexible groups based upon skill.

· Teacher must meet with the lowest group(s) EVERY day.

· Save this time for independent practice work based.  You can assign something for all other students to do based on teacher directed lesson and then pull your low group first to provide more assistance/alternative assignments for them (remember these assignments must be meaningful and not just busy work). 

· Center for students not working with you should directly tie to what you have been teaching from the Teacher Directed Lesson or small flexible groups. There may be one review center for previous learned skills.

· These groups are for extra practice of what you have taught during word work and the teacher directed lesson. Center options can be found in your Journeys Teacher’s Edition and on Literacy Links at http://www.christina.k12.de.us/LiteracyLinks/elemresources/center_resources.htm 

Suggested Centers

· Review  of Skills and Strategies Previously Taught Center

· Fluency Center (fluency practice, re-reading, partner reading)

· Word Work Center (activity can support grade level scope and sequence skills and/or needs based skills; can use frayer model to help support vocabulary concepts)

· Reading Independently Center (Self Directed Reading and/or using the graphic organizer)

· Writing in Response to Reading Center (writing from their graphic organizer, answering text based questions, or making connections to text)
· Listening & Speaking Center (listen to anthology story, listen to key pieces of literature, recording your reading or thoughts/retellings and sharing with a partner)
· Technology Center (Learning Point Navigator Assignments, Kidspiration, Inspiration, Think Central, www.Thinkfinity.org,  MS Word publishing of written responses, www.starfall.com,  www.pbskids.org, www.wegivebooks.org, etc.)
· For additional resources refer to Literacy Links at http://www.christina.k12.de.us/literacylinks/elemresources/ElemResources.htm
Writing Block (35-45 minutes)

· Use Direct instruction (Mini Lessons)
· Use Journeys  Teachers Edition and/or  Writing Curriculum Binder

· Address the Writing Process

· Common Core Writing Priority Focus Areas 

· How to Write a Paragraph

· Narrative Writing

· Letter writing

· Descriptive Writing

· Informative/Explanatory Writing – Structures (comparing/contrast essay, Chronological  essay, cause/effect, problem/solution)

· Persuasive/Construct Support

· Research 
Intervention Block: http://www.christina.k12.de.us/LiteracyLinks/elemresources/rti_resources.htm 
Tier III students get both the 135 minutes language arts block daily and an additional 150 minutes of Tier III intervention services weekly outside the language arts block. 

Tier II students get both the 135 minutes reading block daily and an additional 90 minutes of Tier II intervention services weekly outside the language arts block.

Tier III group
· This group must receive 30 minutes additional instruction daily.

· These should be students who need supplemental instruction.

· Tier III students must be progress monitored weekly.

· Intervention done with this group must remain needs based supported by data.  

· Strategy/skill intervention should not be switched until progress monitoring data supports further/different instruction.

· While this group is working, other students should be working on extended thinking tasks (ex: Literature Circles, Book Clubs, Projects, Learning Point Navigator, Accelerated Reader, Scholastic Reading Counts,  etc.)

Tier II Group:
· This group must receive additional instruction 90 minutes weekly.

· These should be students who need supplemental instruction.

· Tier II students must be progress monitored weekly.

· Intervention done with this group must remain needs based.

· Strategy/skill intervention should not be switched until progress monitoring data supports further/different instruction.

· While this group is working, other students should be working on extended thinking tasks (ex: Literature Circles, Book Clubs, Projects, Learning Point Navigator, Accelerated Reader, Scholastic Reading Counts,  etc.)
