Expressive_8_Short Story Lessons

Reminder: All specific reading sections below are recommendations for new teachers.  A veteran teacher may select a different selection as long as the focus is on the same skill or strategy that is the focus of the identified selection.
Lesson 1: Intro. Reading strategies – good readers use a variety of strategies (use throughout all lessons – see pages S2 - S3)  Charles – Apply comprehension strategies pg. S21.  Utilize Reader’s Notebook (S20) to check for understanding and reflection 

(Content standards:  1.7, 2.1, 2.3c, 2.4bL, 2.6b, 4.2f)
Lesson 2: Intro. Story Elements Character, Setting, Plot, Conflict, Theme; Literary Elements: Irony, Foreshadowing, Mood – introduce the terms. (refer to Charles). (Content standards:  1.7, 2.4bL, 4.2f)

Lesson 3: Character – dynamic and static, antagonist/protagonist, character motivation 

1. Checkouts – Character Motivation; Predictions – pg. 23

a. Learning the Language of Literature - Fiction pgs. 17-20

b. The Active Reader: Skills and Strategies - Reading Fiction pg. 21

2. The King of Mazy May – Antagonist and Protagonist; Mood/Tone; Monitoring Your Reading – pgs. 148-158 (compare to “The Call of the Wild” on the Video in Performance)

a. Related Nonfiction – Author study of Jack London pgs. 144-147

b. Informative Nonfiction – The Story of an Eyewitness pgs. 159-166

c. Letter to his Publisher [Letter] – pgs. 168-171

3. The Treasure of Lemon Brown – Dynamic and Static Characters; Connecting - pgs. 334-343

4. Writing to persuade (pair with Checkouts).  Write a letter to your parents persuading them to either move to a new city or stay where you are).

(Content standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.7, 2.1, 2.4a, 2.4e, 2.4bL, 2.4f, 4.1a, 4.1b, 2.5d)

Lesson 4: Conflict – internal vs. external 

1. Rules of the Game – Internal and External Conflict; Drawing Conclusions – pg. 348

a. From Searching for Bobby Fischer – Nonfiction pg. 359

b. “I’ve Been Rooked!” – Internet Article pg. 363

2.  The Third Wish (folklore) – Internal and External Conflict, Mood, Character Motivation – page 673
3. Writing – Character comparison (pair with Rules of the Game): Write an essay comparing and contrasting Waverly to her mother.  How are they alike?  How are they different?  Examine and explain motivations and reactions as they confront conflict.  
(Content standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.7, 2.1, 2.4e, 2.4bL, 4.2f, 2.4c, 2.5e, 2.4g, 2.4k, 4.1a, 4.2c, 2.5d)

Lesson 5: Plot – exposition, rising action, climax, falling action (resolution) 

1. Raymond’s Run – Plot; Cause/effect

a. Reading for Information (real world link to “Raymond’s Run”) – Magazine Article: “Do Try This At Home” pgs. 44-47

2. Comparing Literature: Short Stories – pg. 670 (Plot) could use with Writing Workshop: Comparison-and Contrast Essay (Informative Exposition) pg. 536
a. The Third Wish – Plot and setting a purpose - pg. 672

b. The Monkey’s Paw (on Video in Performance) – Plot and Setting a Purpose - pg. 680

3.  Write and deliver a speech:  Write an acceptance speech for an award you have received.  Express your feelings about winning and the hard work involved at becoming the best (refer to Squeaky in Raymond’s Run).
(Content standards:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.7, 2.1, 2.4a2.4bL, 4.2f, 2.4k, 2.6b, 2.5b, 2.6a, 4.1a, 4.1b)
Lesson 6: Theme

1. Stop the Sun – Theme; Connecting – pgs. 48-58

a. Related Reading – Letter - from Dear America pg. 55

(Content standards:  1.7, 2.1, 2.4f, 2.4k, 2.5a, 4.1a)

Lesson 7: Writer’s Workshop: Response to Literature pgs. 94-98 (Model: Response to Stop the Sun) or Analyzing a Story - pgs. 694-698 (Model: Mood in “The Tell-Tale Heart”)

(Content standards:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4d, 2.4k, 2.6b, 2.5a, 2.6a, 4.1a, 4.1b)

Lesson 8: Literary Elements: Mood, Foreshadowing, Irony

1. The Ransom of Red Chief – Irony; Predicting – pgs. 69-83 (on Video in Performance – to compare/contrast) Writing/Journaling – pg. 81 (POV)

2. The Tell-Tale Heart – Mood and Visualizing - pg. 624

a. Learning the Language of Literature: Mood and Tone - pg. 622

b. The Active Reader: Skills and Strategies – Visualizing – pg. 623

c. Birthday Ritual a Grave Tradition [Newspaper Article] – pg. 634

3. The Hitchhiker – Foreshadowing and Predicting; Drama – pg. 655

4. The Girl in the Lavender Dress – pg. 951 (Urban Legend – ghost story) 

5. The Woman in the Snow – pg. 944 (Urban Legend – ghost story)

(Content standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.7, 2.1, 2.4a, 2.4e, 2.bL, 4.2f, 2.4d, 2.4g, 2.6b, 2.6a, 4.1a, 4.1b, 2.5d, 4.2b, 4.2c)

Lesson 9: Genre Study – Other Types of Short Story (Select at least one of each type to read and compare to the others)  Use a graphic organizer to compare each type of genre.  Some of them may have been read for other purposes.  Just refer back to that reading when looking at Genre.

(Content standards:  1.7, 2.1, 2.3c, 2.4a, 2.4e, 2.4bL, 4.2f, 2.4d, 2.4f, 2.4g, 2.4k, 2.6b, 2.5a, 2.5b, 2.6a, 4.1a, 4.1b, 4.1e, 2.5d, 4.2b, 4.2c)

Science Fiction: (Mid-term story is a science fiction piece – do not read with students “Future Tense”) 

1. Rain, Rain, Go Away – Science Fiction and Drawing Conclusion - pg. 554

a. Learning the Language of Literature: Science Fiction pg. 549

b. The Active Reader: Skills and Strategies pg. 55

Horror: 

2. The Tell-Tale Heart p. 624

3. The Third Wish p. 672

4. The Monkey’s Paw p. 680
Historical Fiction: Reading History Through Literature p. 712

5. War Party p. 737-750

Drama:
6. The Diary of Anne Frank p. 447

7. The Hitchhiker, p. 654

8. The Million-Pound Bank Note p. 263

9. Who’s on First p. 870
Folklore: 

10. Myths

a. Strawberries p. 908

11. Legend

a. Racing the Great Bear p. 918

b. Otoonah p. 925

c. The Woman in the Snow p. 944

d. The Girl in the Lavender Dress p. 951
12. Folk Tale
a. The Third Wish p. 673

b. Aunty Misery p. 912

c. The Souls in Purgatory p. 938

13. Tall Tale

a. Paul Bunyan and Babe, the Blue Ox p. 934

b. Pecos Bill p. 959

14. Ballad

a. John Henry p. 956

15. Fable 
a. A Fable p. 804
