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*Note:  The poems listed below are suggested readings only.  Teacher may choose any poem which covers standards, essential questions, strategies and skills.

	Poem/Reading
	# Days
	Standards
	Essential Questions/s
	Strategies/Skills Covered

	Introduction to Poetry
	1
	2.5.b.a
	How does making connections help me interpret a poem?
	Poetry reading strategies


NOTE:  During the remaining days of the poetry unit, the following strategies must be covered:  

Reading poetry

Interpreting poetry

Writing poetry

Word study

Reciting poetry

	Lesson Name
	# Days
	Standards
	Essential Questions/s
	Strategies/Skills Covered

	Reading and Interpreting Poetry 
Word Study

(refer to list below for suggested poems)


	Remaining days of unit
	2.2.a.e, 2.4.c.a, 2.4.c.b, 1.1.A.r, 4.2.a.i, 2.5.b.a, 2.5.g.a, 2.5.g.b, 2.5.g.c, 2.5.1.a, 4.1.b.a
	How does identifying and interpreting figurative language in poetry help me analyze the meaning of a poem?
How does identifying and understanding the use of literary devices in poetry help me analyze the meaning of a poem?

How do readers use their understanding of metaphors and similes to understand new words?
	Figurative language
Metaphor

Simile

Hyperbole

Idioms

	Writing Poetry
	Remaining days of unit
	1.3.C.c
	How can I use figurative language and literary devices to communicate through poetry?
	Figurative language
Literary devices

	Listening/Speaking Poetry
	Remaining days of unit
	
	How can I use intonation, volume, pitch, speed, breaks and phrasing to engage an audience during a poetry reading/ recitation?
	Poetry presentation
(intonation, volume, pitch, speed, pause, phrasing)


Lesson Topics

1. Read the nonfiction material on pp. 186-190 and Narrative Poetry p. 713 and Identifying Figurative Language p. 317.

2. Building Vocabulary – Exploring Meanings in Figurative Language p. 249

3. Review all poetry elements – sounds of language (rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, onomatopoeia, assonance, rhyme scheme), sensory imagery, figurative language (hyperbole, personification, metaphor, simile, symbolism, idioms)

4. Share poems that illustrate each of the elements.

5. Explore poetry elements in fictional short stories (either review ones you used in the short story unit or share excerpts from new ones)

6. Mini Lesson – Close Reading – this is a process that allows for a deeper interpretation of a poem than learned in 7th grade.

7. Have students practice with several poems.

8. Mini Lesson – Evaluating the quality of a poem – use the What Makes a Poem Good from 7th grade to make a more detailed evaluation of a poem.

9. Writing Workshop: Poem (Revising Skill: Similes and Metaphors) – p. 252-256

10. Author Study: Nikki Giovanni p. 404-428 How does this author’s experiences influence what she writes?  Also pay attention to author’s style.

11. Explore how your interpretation can influence how you perform poetry in a Slam Poetry event.

12. Prepare a poem to be shared at a Slam Poetry event where parents are invited to participate.  Students should be actively involved in planning this event.

Poems

Mother to Son AND Speech to the Young (Speaker, Form and Structure of Free Verse, Making Inferences, Comparing Texts) pp. 192-196

The Charge of the Light Brigade (Sound Devices, Plot: Rising Action, Climax, and Falling Action, Reading a Narrative Poem) pp. 197-201

I Stepped from Plank to Plank AND Child on Top of a Greenhouse (Imagery, Comparing and Contrasting, Comparing Texts) pp. 296-300

Simile: Willow and Ginkgo AND A Loaf of Poetry (Figurative Language, Form: Couplet, Line Length, Noting Sensory Details, Comparing Texts) pp.215-219

Fear AND Identity (Poetic Form, Form and Rhyme, Questioning) pp. 367-373

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening (Poetic form, Form and Rhyme, Questioning) pp. 390-393

Legacies, the drum, AND Choices (Lyric Poetry, Speaker in Lyric Poetry, Author’s Style, Identifying the Author’s Purpose) pp. 417-421

A Journey AND Knoxville, Tennessee (Form, Free Verse and Context, Author Style, Making Inferences About the Speaker) pp. 433-425

Southbound on the Freeway AND who knows if the moon’s (Free Verse, Comparing Poetic Forms, Monitoring Your Reading) pp. 587-591

The Ballad of the Harp-Weaver (Ballad, Review: Character, Plot Complications, Reading Aloud) pp. 647-653

Paul Revere’s Ride (Narrative Poetry, A Tale to Tell, Paraphrasing, Patriotic Ideals) pp. 716-722

O Captain! My Captain! (Extended Metaphor, Review: Rhyme Scheme, Author’s Purpose, Comparing Texts) pp. 779-782

Song: Lift Every Voice and Sing (Tone, Clarifying) pp. 879-884
Related Readings That Are Poems
A Story That Could Be True p. 65 

I’m Making a List p. 79 (Rhythm)

Mi Madre p. 139 (Extended Metaphor)

What is Success? p. 207 

We Alone p. 279  

Jazz Fantasia p. 344 (alliteration, rhythm, sensory images)

Old Age Sticks p. 403 (odd punctuation and capitalization)

The Choice p. 600 (surprise ending, rhyme, sensory images)

Mourning Grace p. 665 (metaphor)

The Flower-Fed Buffaloes p. 729 (rhyme, repetition)

The Other Pioneers p. 751

This Land is Your Land p. 888 (alliteration, rhyme, rhythm, sensory images)

