APPENDIX H

Unit 8: Seeing Beyond

Information Articles

What Makes for Good Science Fiction?

The following is a condensed and paraphrased excerpt of an article written by Ken Keesee entitled “Science Fiction as a Genre in Adolescent Literature.”

Critics disagree on what makes for good science fiction. Generally, the elements of plot, style, theme, and so forth must be fully developed. It is important to remember that science fiction is usually written as a response to rapid scientific and technological development. Therefore, good science fiction encourages the reader to look in new ways at the consequences that man’s continued dependence on machines and computers can bring. It also makes the reader think about  the and the possibility of  intelligent life on other planets. 

There is more to good science fiction than mere laser guns. Reading the good stuff, one should not get tripped up by photon torpedoes and space monsters. On the other hand, one should not get bogged down by beakers, wires and computer jargon; that is, the work should not be so loaded with techno-facts that the plot and theme becomes too difficult to follow.

In summary, good science fiction will:

1. Make us consider the emotional, psychological and physical

effects of futuristic ideas, conflict and change.

2. Encourage us to keep an open mind to consider unlimited possibilities for the future.

3. Provoke questions regarding other forms of life, thereby bringing

our own into perspective.

4. Stimulate curiosity and the capacity for invention.

5. Present the reader with moral and ethical dilemmas that to

some degree correspond to the real world.
Utopian Literature

While real-life  utopian communities often struggle to survive, creating utopias with pen and ink became a way for writers to show the real problems in their countries in contrast to the perfect societies they could create through the power of writing.

· Sir Thomas More , an English writer, wrote a book in 1551 that he entitled Utopia. In this book, he described a perfect society. He based his ideas for this society on a utopian  society that the Greek writer Plato described in his book called  The Republic. Plato’s society provided justice for all citizens. Sir Thomas More wrote Utopia to point out the many problems that were present in the country of England at that time.

· Edward Bellamy wrote Looking Backward in 1888. It was a utopian novel that many people read. It examined the benefits of solving the problems of society by using technology and machines..

· Walden Two by B.F. Skinner (1948) also described a society where problems were solved through the application of technology and psychological theories.

Dystopian Literature

 “In most [literary] utopias the state [completely controls] the individual; property is usually held in common and the characteristic features of individual life, leisure, privacy, and freedom of movement are as a rule minimized”  (Utopias and Utopian Thoughts, Frank Manuel, ed).  To warn against creating societies that have too much control over their citizens, some authors began to write dystopian literature to express an anti-utopian view. Dystopian literaure described societies that on the surface looked like utopias, but were actually  oppressive and deadly because everything was too tightly controlled, the family structure was  reshaped, and the rights of the individual were denied.

The following novels are examples of Dystopian Literature:

· Brave New World by Aldous Huxley (1832) tells the story of the city of Utopia  in the year 632  a.f.  In Huxley’s utopia,  marriage is forbidden, babies are grown in test tubes, and society is tightly controlled by Ten World Controllers. The main characters encounter punishment and despair when they try to make individual choices.

· 1984 by George Orwell (1949) is a futuristic novel about a society in the fictional country of Oceania. In this society, citizens are watched by the government through the use of television monitors. The problems in the society are ignored while people are forced to focus anger and hate toward designated “enemies’ of Oceania. The main characters try to defy the government’s control of their lives and thoughts.

The Value of Reading Utopian/Dystopian Literature


By reading utopian literature, readers are begin compare and contrast a new-improved idea of society to the society in which they actually live. This forces them to reflect on their own values, the rules and rituals they follow, and the role(s) they play in their own society.

Utopia


Utopia is the name given to any society in which everything is perfect.  Since the beginning of time, human beings have dreamed about a place where they could live perfect lives. The following list describes two utopias that people have described and written about though the ages.

· The Garden of Eden, as described in the Bible, was a place of perfection. Adam and Eve, the first people to live in the Garden were “free from sin”, surrounded by the beauty of nature. They had no cares and concerns. The weather was perfect so they didn’t even need clothes. Nourishing fruit was ripe for the picking as a delicious food supply. 

· Atlantis, as described by Plato and others, was as an island in the Western Ocean near the Pillars of Hercules. The island was said to be larger than Asia Minor and Libya combined, and that by 10,000 BC Atlantis had developed a highly-developed civilization with a utopian system of government and a strong economic system. Some scientists today believe Atlantis may have been the Greek island Thira, once located in the Aegean Sea, that was destroyed by a massive volcanic eruption in 1640 BC. 

Experiments in Establishing Utopian Societies


During the 1800’s, some Americans tried to establish “perfect societies”. The following list describes these attempted utopian communities.

· New Harmony, Indiana was established along the Wabash River in southwest Indiana  by the Harmony Society under the leadership of George Rapp in 1814. In  1824 leadership was transferred to Robert Owen who established a communistic society that developed into a cultural and scientific center that attracted many scientists, educators, and writers. The nation’s first kindergarten, first free public school, first free library, and first school with equal education for boys and girls were established here. 

· Brook Farm was an experimental utopian community that was established in 1841 in West Roxbury, Massachusetts.. Members of Brook Farm received free schooling and one year’s free board for 300 days of labor.  The members of the community all participated in the major activities of farming, working in manufacturing shops, performing household duties, taking care of the buildings and grounds, and planning recreation projects. The community flourished and had many famous visitors until a new leaders changed the community’s original ideas and caused many members to leave. An outbreak of smallpox and a tragic fire led to the final collapse of Brook Farm in 1847.

· New Lebanon, New York- a religious group called the Shakers established 18 communities based on meticulous law and order; marriage was not permitted, and adoption became quite popular. There are very few Shakers left today.

The Origins of Contemporary Science Fiction

The following is a condensed and paraphrased excerpt of an article written by Ken Keesee entitled “Science Fiction as a Genre in Adolescent Literature.”

Science fiction type stories can be traced back to ancient times. For instance, the classical writer Lucien was writing stories in the second century a. d. that involved traveling to the moon and finding people there. He used such fantastic settings to point out problems in Roman society. Later examples of such satire include Lewis Carroll's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland and Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels, both of which are considered to be early types of science fiction.

The first distinct work of science fiction was written by a woman. Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley's Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus (1818) . Frankenstein is regarded by many as the first real science fiction work. 

The first popular science fiction writer was Jules Verne who wrote such well-known novels as Journey to the Center of the Earth (1870), and Around the World in Eighty Days (1872). All of these books reached wide audiences. Another writer, H. G. Wells continued to popularize the genre with his works, The Time Machine (1895) and The Invisible Man (1897). It is Wells who brings science fiction into the 20th century with his novel, The War of the Worlds (1898).

In the 20th century George Orwell wrote 1984 and Animal Farm.  Aldous Huxley wrote Brave New World.  The most-popular and well-recognized 20th century authors are as follows:

· :Isaac Asimov, known for his Foundation trilogy and his robot series

· Arthur C. Clarke, known for his Rendezvous with Rama series and 2001, a Space Odyssey
· Ray Bradbury, known for his Martian Chronicles
·  Robert Heinlein, known for novels such as Stranger in a Strange Land and The Moon Is a Harsh Mistress.

Science Fiction
The following is a condensed and paraphrased excerpt of an article written by Ken Keesee entitled “Science Fiction as a Genre in Adolescent Literature.”
Science fiction as a form of writing is similar to fantasy because it is set in worlds that are very different from the real world. Science fiction differs from fantasy, however, because it presents a future that could  develop from the inventions and scientific advances we make in the present time.

Usually, the setting for science fiction is in the future, and science fiction stories deal with the impact of technology and science on humans, humanoids, or aliens

As a type of literature (genre),  science fiction has always had to fight for respect. Most statistics say that only one in every two people like science fiction; most people either love it or hate it. In general, the largest audience of science fiction has been young male readers.

Some credit for this limited audience is owed to science fiction's history in Hollywood. Science fiction started becoming tinsel town's "last frontier" as early as the 1930s. Movie studios tended (and still do) to pick up on things that sell. Because Westerns were wildly popular in the early days of cinema, the early science fiction movies were about a “space cowboy” named Buck Rogers, who flies a spaceship rather than riding a horse, and fights against an evil ,ray-gun-toting Martian . These Buck Rogers movies were full of action, but did not have very deep themes and ideas. However, Buck Rogers movies did  pave the way for amazing technological advances. By the outbreak of World War II , the world quickly entered the atomic and information ages. 

Biography of Lois Lowry


Lois Lowry was born in Honolulu, Hawaii in 1937 where her father served as an army dentist at Pearl Harbor. Her older sister, Helen, was a very gentle person who enjoyed  being close to her family. Her younger brother Jon loved to work with his father on electric trains, erector sets, and small engines. Lois Lowry was the middle child in the family. In her later life she wrote, “That left me in-between, and exactly where I wanted to be: on my own. I was a solitary child who lived in the world of books and my own imagination” (KidSpace).

From Hawaii, the Lowry family moved to New York. At the beginning of World War II, the family had to separate. Lois was sent to live with her grandparents in the Amish country of Pennsylvania. 


At the age of eleven, Lois’s family reunited and moved to Tokyo, Japan,  where they lived for several years. Her parents rented a home in an American section of the city called Washington Heights. During this time, Lois would travel by bicycle to other parts of Tokyo. She was fascinated by how different the Japanese culture was from the American culture.  She loved to surround herself with the vibrant colors, exotic smells, and interesting sounds that she encountered on her bike trips.


The Lowry family returned to New York City where Lois attended high school. The family next moved to Washington, D.C., but by that time Lois was enrolled at Brown University in Rhode Island.  When she was a sophomore in college she met a naval officer named Donald Lowry and left college to be married. 

Lois describes her marriage as follows: 

[I] continued the odyssey that military life requires. California. Connecticut. Florida. South Carolina. Finally, Cambridge, Massachusetts, when my husband left the service and entered Harvard Law School; and then to Maine-- by this time with four children under the age of five in tow.

My children grew up in Maine. So did I. I returned to college at the University of Southern Maine, got my degree, went to graduate school, and finally began to write professionally, the thing that I had dreamed of doing since childhood years when I had endlessly scribbled stories and poems in notebooks. (KidSpace)


When her marriage ended in 1977, Lois began to write a series of short stories. She also studied photography during this time. Lois saw a connection between writing and photography, and she was later quoted as saying that both the writer and the photographer must learn “to shape, to create and compose, to shed light, to perceive and pass on” (KidSpace). 

By the end of 1977, Lois Lowry wrote and published her first novel for young adults called A Summer to Die, which was loosely based on the death of her sister Helen and the effect that tragedy had on her family. Her fourth novel, Autumn Street, was based on her experiences during World War II. She chose to write this novel from the point of view of a young woman who sees through the eyes of her childhood memories.


Lois has received many awards for her writing, including the Newberry Award for Number the Stars about a family’s desperate attempt to escape from Denmark during the Nazi occupation. This novel examines the role that human beings play in the lives of others. Her novel The Giver addresses the same concern  In writing about such serious subjects, Lois tries to “help adolescents answer their own questions about life, identity, and human relationships “ (History Campus). 

Lois Lowry is also well-known for her humorous writing. Her popular books about Anastasia Krupkik were inspired by her own childhoodand her experiences as a parent. Her novel, Rabble Starkey takes a humorous yet sometimes serious look teenage motherhood, stereotypes, love and loyalty. (History Campus).

Today, Lois Lowry lives in West Cambridge, Massachusetts, during the week, and spends her weekends in a nineteenth century farmhouse in New Hampshire, where she gardens and enjoys nature. She describes her view of the world today as follows:

As a mother during the Gulf War, I was newly stunned into fear for the world and a heightened awareness of the necessity to find a way to end conflict. . . .

And I have grandchildren now. For them, I feel a greater urgency to do what I can to convey the knowledge that we live intertwined on this planet and that out future as human beings depends upon our caring more, for one another.” (KidSpace)
