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Nearly 10 years ago, the General Assembly and then-Gov. Tom Carper gave Delaware public school districts authority to adopt student dress codes, including uniforms. There hasn't been a stampede to put them in effect. But results in the Woodbridge School District should lead others to consider the benefits. 

Woodbridge found that mandatory uniforms were so successful in its elementary and middle schools that it will extend the policy to the high school in Bridgeville this fall. It thus becomes the first district in the state to require uniforms for all students.

Superintendent Kevin Carson says the atmosphere changed completely after uniforms were adopted in 2003. Schools have fewer discipline problems, there is more attention to studies, and parents and teachers can control fashion problems. Mr. Carson says that uniforms convey to youngsters that school is important and they should dress accordingly. There is some latitude. Girls can wear blue or khaki skirts or jumpers, and boys can pick blue or khaki pants with white or blue shirts with collars.

Woodbridge helps parents who cannot afford uniforms. Businesses and civic groups have provided the funds. A uniform exchange closet is being considered as children grow out of clothes.

Parochial schools have long required students to wear uniforms. Many Delaware public schools have dress codes, though often administrators are left to make subjective judgments about whether clothing meets standards.

Other district superintendents should study Woodbridge's success and see what can be learned. 

Copyright (c) The News Journal. All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Gannett Co., Inc. by NewsBank, inc.

Author: NJ 

Section: News 

Page: A6

Copyright (c) The News Journal. All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Gannett Co., Inc. by NewsBank, inc.

