APPENDIX B

Unit 1: On the Outside Looking In

Question Bank

The Outsiders Chapter One
Multiple Choice

Circle the letter next to the best answer.
1. Which of the following best describes Ponyboy Curtis’ interests?

a. He likes rodeos and drag racing.

b. He likes movies and books.

c. He likes fighting and rumbles.

d. He likes to steal and rob gas stations.

2. What circumstances led Pony to being jumped by the five Socs?

a. He gave them a dirty look.

b. He cussed at them.

c. He started a fight with one of them the day before.

d. He was walking alone.

3. Which of the following would be a good title that would express the main idea of the chapter?

a. “Safety in numbers”

c.  “Bad parenting”

b. “Upper class”

d.  “School stinks”

4. All of the following are problems experienced by the Curtis brothers except:

a. Their parents died in a car crash.

b. If they get in trouble they will be separated.

c. Their parents beat them.

d. The Socs might jump them.

5. Socs are __________class and Greasers are__________class.

a. Upper, Lower
                                 c.  Middle, Lower

b. Lower, Middle                                d.  Middle, Upper

6. Who does Pony love the most?

a. Sodapop
                         c.  His Dad

b. His Mom
                     d.  Darry

7. Who is the pet of the gang?

a. Darry
                      c.  Johnny

b. Dally
                        d.  Ponyboy

8. What is one similarity between the Socs and the Greasers?

a. They both throw beer blasts.

b. They both like to go to drag races.

c. They both have nice homes.

d. They both cause problems.

Short Answer

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

9. Who are the Socs?

10. Why is the gang important to Johnny?

Extended Response

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

11. What do Ponyboy’s descriptions tell you about him?

The Outsiders Chapter Five (Chapters 2-4 are being developed.)
Short Answer

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

1. Why does Johnny think Dally is gallant?

2.  Looking at the exchange below, in what ways do Ponyboy, Johnny, and Cherry act more like individuals than members of a group.  Give support from the text.

Johnny shrugged, “Yeah,” he said with a sigh.  “I guess we’re different.”

“Shoot,” I said, blowing a perfect smoke ring, “maybe they are.”

Extended Response

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

3. After reading Soda’s letter on pp. 72-73, write back to him from Ponyboy’s perspective.  Be sure to address his (Soda’s) suggestion about Ponyboy and Johnny turning themselves in.  Tell him what you and Johnny plan to do.  Address the fact that it’s “killing Darry.”  Use the text to support your answer.  

The Outsiders Chapter Six

Short Answer

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

1. What motivates Dally to help during the rescue of the children caught in the church fire?

2.  Why do you think Johnny wasn’t scared, despite the obvious danger during the fire rescue?

3. What does Darry give as a reason for crying?

4. What does Ponyboy say he understands after watching Darry cry?

5. What is the result of Dally being “hardened in jail?”

Extended Response

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

6. How does Cherry the Soc differ from Cherry the dreamer?

The Outsiders Chapter Seven
Multiple Choice

Circle the letter next to the best answer.

1. What can you infer about why Soda couldn’t bring Sandy to the party? 

a. Her parents do not allowed her to attend parties.

b. She was visiting her grand mom.

c. She was pregnant and her parents didn’t want her to marry Soda.

d. She didn’t like to go to parties.

2. Why didn’t Ponyboy and Two-Bit run when the Mustang was following them?

a. Two-Bit knew there wasn’t to be any fighting before the rumble.

b. They weren’t afraid to fight the Socs.

c. They realized they couldn’t out run the Socs.

d. They were in a public place where no Socs would want to start anything.

3. What did Randy talk about with Ponyboy? 

a. He wanted to know why Ponyboy helped to save the kids.

b. He wanted to tell Ponyboy that he wasn’t going to rumble.

c. He wanted to tell Ponyboy that he was sick of all the fighting.

d. All of the above.

Short Answer

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

4. What was Bob’s ‘real’ problem, according to Randy?

5. Why did Ponyboy think it was better to see Socs as “just guys”?  What do you think he means by this?

Extended Response

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

6. Has Randy made a good decision to not join the rumble tonight?

The Outsiders Chapter Eight

Short Answer

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

1. Johnny says he used to talk about killing himself.  Now that he is on the verge of death, why does he not want to die?

2.  In the hospital, how does the action of his mother justify his reason to not want to see his mother?  Johnny says, “She’s probably come to tell me about all the trouble I’m causing her…”  do you think he should have let her come in?  Why or why not?  Explain.

3. What does Two-Bit mean when he says, “The only thing that keeps Darry from being a Soc is us?”

4. Why wouldn’t Cherry go visit Johnny?

5. Why did S.E. Hinton have Ponyboy ask Cherry again in Chapter 8 if she could “see the sunset real good from the West Side?”

The Outsiders  Chapter Nine
Multiple Choice

Circle the letter next to the best answer.

1. One of the themes in The Outsiders is that it’s difficult to change your life style.  “He was one of those who enjoy being a hood…Young hoods—who would grow up to be old hoods…they’d just get worse as they got older.”  Pony said he was not going to be this way, he was going to “get somewhere” like whom?

a. Cherry

b. Soda

c. Dally

d. Darry

2. What did Johnny say when Dally told him the Greasers beat the Socs in the rumble?

e. “We no longer have to look over our shoulders.”

f. “Useless…fighting’s no good.”

g. “Those Socs had it coming.”

h. “Was anyone hurt?”

Short Answer

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

3. Why was Darry concerned about Ponyboy’s involvement in the fight?

4.  What did Johnny mean when he told Ponyboy to “stay gold?”

Extended Response

Answer in complete sentences with evidence from the story.

5. Compare the advice Dally gave to Ponyboy to what Johnny said to him.  To whom should Ponyboy listen?  Explain your answer.
Chapter 1-Answer Key

(Other answer keys are in development.)

Chapter One

1. b

2. d

3. a

4. c

5. a

6. a

7. c

8. d

9. Anwers may include the following details:

· Socs are an abbreviation for the Socials.

· They are the rich kids from the West-side; “the jet-set”

· They jump Greasers (the poor kids from the “East-side”;

                              throw beer blasts; wreck houses.

· Get editorials in the paper some days for being “assets to society”

                              and other days for being “public disgraces.

10. The gang supplies Johnny with the “love and affection” he never gets from his

parents.  His father always beats him, and his mother either ignores him or

screams at him.

11. Answers will vary but may include:

· “I usually lone it.” He likes to watch movies by himself so he can get into the  characters.  His love of books and movies and need to be alone are used by him to escape to another world.

· Even though he belongs to the Greasers, he doesn’t “hold up gas stations”and doesn’t always participate in “gang fights.” He avoids trouble with the police.  His parents gave him a strong sense of right and wrong.  His  brother Darry is trying to do the same.  He says, “Darry would kill me if I ever got into trouble with the police.”

· He doesn’t pass judgement on others:  “I’m not saying that Socs or Greasers are better; that’s just the way they are.” 

· He doesn’t want to show weakness to Darry:  “I wanted to start bawling,” but he did not want to show that to Darry:  “You just don’t

cry in front of Darry.”

· He’s not a whiner or a tattle-tale:  The gang let him hang out with them even though he was young, because he was Darry and Soda’s brother,  and he “kept his mouth shut good.”

· He’s sensitive:  He feels awkward that Steve Randle resents it when Soda takes him along with them.

· He understands how money affects the balance of things.  He says about the Socs: “You can’t win against them no matter how hard you try.  They’ve got all the breaks.  Even whipping them in a rumble isn’t going to change that fact.”

· He understands the feelings of others.  For example, he says about Johnny’s mother yelling vs. his father beating him: “I think he hated the yelling worse than getting whipped.”

· He wonders about the Soc girls and whether they act the same way in the same situations. 

· He uses reading Great Expectations to try to understand the feelings of society.

· He doesn’t like being labeled because of the way he looks:  

                                              “switchblade incident in Biology.”

· He’s in tune enough to figure out how he really feels about things:   “I lie to myself all the time, but I never believe me.”
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