AT Checklists To Help With Planning Possible AT Needs

Assistive Technology, Special Services, Christina School District
200 Tyre Avenue, Newark  DE 19711   302-454-2047

Communication Guidelines/Questions as related to AT 
Does student have any intelligible speech?  If so, you may choose to skip some of the following questions.  Be sure to consult with Speech Pathologist if one is assigned to the program.  Also, consult with OT/PT as needed, especially re: sensorimotor area. 
Meeting Basic Needs
1. How does student let folks know there is a problem?
2. How does student let folks know things are fine?

3. What signal does student use for yes/for no?

4. How does student choose preferred food?

5. …preferred caretaker?

6. …preferred adult at school?

7. …preferred peer?

8. …preferred object?

9. How does student indicate preferred activity?

Sensorimotor
10. Is hearing WNL (within normal limits)?  If not, what is the extent of hearing?

11. Is vision WNL?  If not, what is the extent of vision?  Does student seem to differentiate color?

12. Is sense of touch WNL?  If not, can student tolerate hand-over-hand guidance?  Can student discriminate basic textural differences:  skin vs. object?  rough vs. smooth vs. bumpy?

13. Do the senses of taste seem WNL?

14. … smell?

15. … pain?

16. … temperature?

17. … uncomfortable vs. non-painful touch? 

18. Can student reach and touch people/objects/flat items?

19. Can student maintain posture while reaching/touching?  If not, does this prevent accurate reaching/touching of object?

20. Does student have symbol, picture, photo, object recognition? (circle those that apply)  

Communication AT Needs*
21. Does student have sufficient speech, vocalizations, gestures for basic needs? 

22. Is the need, then, for Assisted Communication?  
23. … for modeled speech?  
24. … for more complex communication?  
25. Refer to the AT Checklist (back of page) for ideas of AT possibilities.  Be sure to try the low tech items (simple communication devices) before referring to A.T.  
* Data collection is necessary prior to AT referral.
NOTE:  Prior to any Assistive Technology Referral, consultation with an Inclusion Coach is necessary.  * The Coach can help with the data collection process and the Implementation Plan, as well as assist in other areas.  

If the Team decides an AT Referral is necessary, refer to the Sample Communication Chart
 (AT Referral page 2) for guidance, if needed.
LOW to MID TECH
1.  Communication Boards 

a.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Simple Communication Boards use:

i.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Objects, photos, pictures, graphics, symbols

ii.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Selection via grasp, touch, switch, eye gaze

b.  FORMCHECKBOX 
More complex communication boards may use the 100 most frequently used words, or a combination of words + word endings + letters 

2.  VODs (Voice Output/Speech Devices)

NOTE:  There are different types of voices.  Since selection is an issue unto itself, see next section. 

a.   Simple VOD 

i.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Single message, single select

1. BigMack; Talking Picture Frame; Partner/Plus, and others 

2. An alternative is a taction pad stuck to the object itself; when grasped the message is heard

ii.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Multiple messages, single select 

1. Such as a multi-step communicator 

2. There are now a wide variety of these available.

iii.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Multiple messages, multiple choices

1. CheapTalk and others

2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
May use photos, pictures, graphics, symbols, or

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
objects that are inside compartments

a. Enabling Devices has a number of these, in a variety of arrays

b. Can create this using multiple objects, each with taction pads

c. Can also convert puzzles and other multi-piece objects into speaking devices, by using taction pads tacked to each piece of the puzzle or array

b.     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multiple messages, multiple layers/levels

4. TechTalk; GoTalk; and many, many more

5. Contain overlays which are physically exchanged when the level button is changed – usually have 4-7 levels (layers)

6. Programming of VOD can be simple, for frequent changes, or more complex, to prevent accidental override of output

HIGH TECH

c.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dynamic Displays

i. Dynavox, Vantage, ChatPC, TechTouch, and others
ii. Activating one selection may lead to a different set of choices.
d.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Devices using Spelling with a Speech Synthesizer

Team Consultation with an Inclusion Coach is required prior to making an AT Referral
Items 1 through 2a require Consultation between Teachers and Speech, Occupational, Physical, Hearing and/or Vision therapists/teachers.


Item 2 b can often be handled in the same manner, but referral to the District AT team may be helpful.


Items 2c and 2d require referral to the District AT team.





NOTE:  Prior to any Assistive Technology Referral, consultation with an Inclusion Coach is necessary. If the Team then decides an AT Referral is necessary, refer to the sample Referral Charts for guidance, if needed.
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